I look forward to answering your questions about any issues facing our
state or you personally.
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In addition, I worked on several bills important to Danbury. I am proud to
have worked on a budget that increased our state funding for Danbury
to $38,049,987 including funding for education and vital services to help
stabilize our property taxes.
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We also balanced our budget while maintaining assistance to cities and
towns and not introducing any new taxes. We gave seniors a choice in their
long term care through “Aging in Place.” Assisted struggling homeowners
by improving the foreclosure mediation process and increased penalties
for those connected to the human trafficking of minors. We led the way
to cheaper, cleaner and more reliable energy by establishing the CES, and
taking the first step in GMO labeling.
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In response to the tragedy that took place in Sandy Hook this past
December, the legislature listened to Connecticut residents and worked in
a bipartisan manner to improve school security, firearm safety and access
to mental health services in an effort to prevent such a catastrophic event
from happening again.

David Arconti, Jr.

The State of Connecticut faced many challenges in 2013 and we successfully
met those challenges and moved the state in a positive direction. The
legislature’s response to the tragedy in Sandy Hook took center stage,
but we also looked to our future and adopted a Comprehensive Energy
Strategy (CES), invested in our flagship university and made our state more
economically competitive by convening the Commission on Municipal
Opportunities and Regional Efficiencies (MORE).
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Bringing Your State Tax Dollars Home
Despite the difficulties surrounding our biennial budget debate, I am proud to
have not only maintained, but increased funding for the towns in our district. I
was committed to preserving the safety net our community depends on while
keeping property taxes down and I was able to accomplish both these goals.
Below are the budget appropriations for Danbury.

Danbury Fiscal Year 2014-2015 Aid
Education Cost Sharing

$27,294,245

Priority School Districts

$2,258,896

PILOT: State Owned Property

$2,125,799

PILOT: Colleges & Hospitals

$1,307,233

Pequot/Mohegan Revenue Sharing

$946,417

School Transportation

$753,277

Local Capital Improvement Program

$545,090

Town Aid Roads

$843,331

Adult Education

$232,003

Total State Funds to Danbury

$38,049,987

Total State Funds to Danbury in 2013

$35,553,096

Increase Funding From 2013-2014

$2,496,891

If You Need Additional Assistance,
Have Questions, or Would Like To Sign
Up For My Monthly Email Newsletter
Please Contact Me:

Capitol Phone: 800-842-1902
Office Phone: 860-240-8585
Email: David.Arconti@cga.ct.gov
You May Also Follow Me On
Twitter & Facebook
@StateRepArconti
Facebook.com/StateRepDavidArconti

Find These Bills Online At: www.cga.ct.gov

Rep. David Arconti leading the House
Chamber in the Pledge of Allegiance

Rep. David Arconti taking a
simulated firefighter training

Rep. David Arconti along with colleagues and members of the
Regional Hospice and Home care of Western CT

GMO Labeling

$1.2 Million In Bonding For New Hospice Facility

Connecticut has passed the first-in-the-nation genetically modified organisms
labeling law. By requiring foods to be labeled under certain circumstances, this
legislation will allow consumers to know whether or not their foods contain
genetically modified organisms (GMOs) and let individuals the ability to make
informed choices.

We fought hard to secure $1.2 million in state financing to support building
a new hospice residential facility for the Regional Hospice and Home care
of Western CT, Inc. that includes the Healing Hearts Center for Children &
Families program in Danbury. I worked closely with Regional Hospice earlier
this year on the project and I am thrilled that this funding was secured. The
work they do is commendable, unique and extremely valuable for grieving
children and their families.

The requirement becomes effective once similar laws are enacted in four
states, including one that borders Connecticut, with population totaling 20
million. This is a significant first step in the fight to know what is in the food we
eat and serve our families. (HB 6527)

A Balanced Budget

Working cooperatively with Governor Dannel Malloy, we crafted a historic
budget, as our economy continues to recover. It is critical that we balance
our state budget with no new taxes while maximizing Connecticut’s taxpayer dollars that come back from Washington. The budget:
• Includes major investment in science & technology at UCONN
• Provides funding for landmark public education reforms passed in
2012
• Continues Economic Development Programs
• Maintains aid to cities and towns
Cities and towns across Connecticut are increasingly hard-pressed to
generate resources necessary to support essential public services and
educational systems. This year’s budget secures an additional $2.5 million
for Danbury over the next two years. Without this state aid, Danbury’s mill
rate would be over 5 mills higher.

Cleaner more Affordable Energy

This year we passed landmark legislation seeking to tap into clean renewable
energy, expanding access to natural gas, promoting energy efficiency and
lowering the costs to consumers.
Consumers will now have more choice in the fuels they use to heat and cool
their homes and businesses, with more access to products and programs that
reduce energy use and provide significant savings.

Job Growth
Both the House and the Senate unanimously supported the passage of a bill
(SB 1079) that encourages Connecticut manufacturers to recruit, hire, and
train apprentices. We recognize both the prominent role of manufacturing
in the state’s economy and the need to prepare Connecticut’s workforce
for manufacturing jobs in the future.

Connecticut’s Biomedical Research Trust Fund

Stroke is the fourth leading cause of death in the U.S. and a leading cause
of adult disability. Research shows that many strokes are preventable. The
Department of Public Health may now award grants for stroke research
from the state’s Biomedical Research Trust Fund to those nonprofit taxexempt colleges and universities or hospitals in Connecticut that conduct
biomedical research. (SB 63)

Increasing the Minimum Fair Wage

Connecticut residents who earn minimum wage have gone three years
without seeing an increase in their salaries. I voted in favor of increasing the
minimum fair wage to $9 per hour over the next two years. It is imperative
that we provide hard working people in this state with a living wage. By
increasing the minimum wage the legislature is helping low wage earners
and boosting local economies. (SB 387)

