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HOUSE OKS BARAM BILL RESTRICTING  

CADMIUM IN CHILDREN’S JEWELRY  
 
By an overwhelming vote, the House of Representatives has passed legislation introduced 
by Rep. David Baram (D-Bloomfield, Windsor) that regulates the level of cadmium, a 
toxic substance, in children’s jewelry.    
 
As co-chairman of the legislature’s General Law Committee, Baram met with advocates 
and opponents of the bill and negotiated the legislation before leading it to passage by a 
vote of 136-8 in the House on Tuesday.  
 
Cadmium is a natural metallic element found in the earth’s crust. The U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services has determined that cadmium and its compounds are human 
carcinogens.  
 
Exposure to products that may contain cadmium is possible when children handle objects 
such as toy jewelry. 
 
The legislation requires manufacturers of children’s jewelry to register with the state 
Department of Consumer Protection. The measure applies to jewelry worn by children 12 
and younger.  
 
Rep. Baram said there are no known reported cases of cadmium poisoning in 
Connecticut, but he said the state’s regulations would be among the strongest in the 
United States. 
 
House Bill 6743, An Act Implementing the Recommendations of the Task Force on 
Cadmium in Children’s Jewelry, implements a .03 percent (by weight) as the maximum 
amount of cadmium allowed in children's jewelry that is manufactured for sale in 
Connecticut or distributed in the state. It also caps, at .0075 percent (by weight), the 
amount of cadmium allowed in the jewelry's surface coating.  
 



The bill requires those who manufacture children's jewelry for sale or distribution, or 
who actually distribute the jewelry, to register with the Department of Consumer 
Protection (DCP) and pay an annual $100 fee. 
 
It also sets cadmium content testing requirements. Manufacturers and distributors must 
(1) certify that they tested their children's jewelry for cadmium using a total content test 
and (2) provide a written verification of a surface coating test. The registration and testing 
requirements, unless extended, also sunset on October 1, 2020.  
 
Additionally, the bill requires the Department of Consumer Protection commissioner to 
develop and make available safety information about cadmium in children's jewelry.  
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