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Dear Friend:

This year, the Connecticut General Assembly was forced to make hard 
spending decisions in the face of a sharply declining national economy.  
However, we were able to keep the promise we made in the biennial budget 
we adopted in 2007 and increase spending by an overall 4 percent for the 
fiscal year that began July 1, 2008.

In addition, the legislature took a number of important initiatives to reduce 
highway accidents involving teenage drivers, increase penalties for repeat 
violent lawbreakers, provide assistance to hard-pressed homeowners caught 
in the mortgage/credit crunch, and enhance the health and safety of our 
children.

In this newsletter, I have provided you with summaries of these and many 
other laws that will have a positive effect for all the citizens of our state.  If 
you have any questions or need further information on any of the matters 
we dealt with in the 2008 session, please contact me, and I’ll respond as 
quickly as possible.

Sincerely,

Tony Guerrera
State Representative
29th Assembly District
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Serving Rocky Hill, Newington, Wethersfield
Tony Guerrera

State Representative

After signing legislation designed to reduce fatalities, injuries, and accidents 
among Connecticut’s teenage drivers, Governor M. Jodi Rell presented State 
Representative Tony Guerrera with a copy of the new law and a ceremonial 
pen. Representative Guerrera, House Chairman of the Transportation Com-
mittee, led the campaign to win legislative approval of the new law.

The Transportation Committee, which I chair, was confronted this year with the need 
to cope with a series of tragic auto accidents that took the lives of as many as four 
young people at a time.  After hearing from the families of victims and experts in 
the field, we crafted legislation – some called it “tough love” – to try to keep young 
people alive longer by changing the way motor vehicle laws deal with teen drivers. 

 Among other things, the new law doubles required behind-the-wheel driver training 
to 40 hours, establishes a new curfew of 11 PM for teen drivers, places new passen-
ger restrictions on teen drivers for up to one year, increases to one year the time of 
a license suspension for conviction on serious motor vehicle offenses, and enables 
a police officer to confiscate a teen driver’s license for 48 hours and remove the car 
for such offenses as excessive speeding, driving under the influence, reckless driv-
ing, and street racing.  Further, to encourage parents to increase their control over 
their teen drivers, the law requires that parents must attend at least two hours of the 
classroom training teens are required to attend.  And if a police officer seizes a teen’s 
license for 48 hours and removes the car, a parent must accompany the teen to retrieve 
the license and the car.  All these changes are effective August 1st, 2008.

                              RELIEVING THE FUEL SQUEEZE
The legislature took strong action to relieve the 
financial squeeze of skyrocketing gasoline and 
home heating oil prices.  We voted to allow gas 
stations to offer customers cash discounts, which 
could save motorists at least 12 cents per gallon.  
We also voted to delay a planned increase in the 

gross receipts tax, which will save at least another 3 cents per 
gallon.  Further, we included funds for free and more fuel-ef-
ficient furnaces and boilers for approximately 3,000 low-in-
come families and seniors.      

TOUGH LOVE
FOR TEEN DRIVERS

 

 HELP FOR LOW AND MIDDLE INCOME 
WAGE EARNERS

Because the escalating costs of fuel, food, and many other necessities 
are placing a heavier burden than ever on low and middle income wage 
earners, the General Assembly approved an increase in the state’s mini-
mum wage from the current $7.65 an hour to $8.00, effec-
tive January 1, 2009.  A further increase to $8.25 an hour 
would take effect January 1, 2010.  Companion legislation 
also provides a tip credit for restaurants and bars whose 
employees earn tips.



USING BUSES TO COMBAT
HIGHER GAS PRICES

MORTGAGE ASSISTANCE ON THE WAY 

The economic slump affecting the entire nation has hit home in Connecticut. 
At the beginning of this year’s session, the General Assembly’s Democratic 
leadership had hoped to increase state spending for Fiscal Year 2008-09 by 
4.8 percent. However, with state government facing the likelihood of a bud-
get deficit in the tens of millions of dollars, fiscal responsibility dictated that 
we scale back the new year’s increase to 4 percent.  The 
result – state funding in most accounts went up starting 
July 1st, but not as much as we had planned.  For ex-
ample, state aid to cities and towns is going up by more 
than $131 million, not as much as we had hoped, but 
still an increase.

The General Assembly this year responded forcefully to 
a number of tragic events that stunned all our citizens.  
Working closely with prosecutors, we adopted legislation 
to increase significantly the prison terms for violent re-
peat offenders for crimes including manslaughter, arson, 
kidnapping, robbery, assault, burglary, and sexual assault.  
We added to that list the new crime of home invasion, and we specifically in-
creased the penalty for burglary of a dwelling at night.  Because a number of 
particularly horrendous crimes had been committed by individuals who had 
been paroled from prison, the legislation transformed the state’s Board of Par-
dons and Parole into a permanent organization and equipped the board with 
additional expertise.  The law appropriates $10 million to the criminal justice 
system to implement these measures.

REPEAT FELONY OFFENDERS
 FACE ADDED PRISON TIME

CHILDREN’S SAFETY AND HEALTH
A PRIORITY

Protecting  the health 
and safety of Con-
necticut’s children 
is a priority for state 
government.  That’s 
why the legislature 

voted to tighten the laws covering lead 
in products designed primarily for chil-
dren.  The new law limits the amount of 
lead in children’s products and increas-
es related  criminal and civil penalties 
for violations.  It also requires stores to 
post notices when the Department of 
Consumer Protection designates an ar-
ticle as a banned hazardous substance.  
Further, the new State Child Protection 
Act bans the sale of toys or other ar-

ticles marketed for children under age 
16 that contain asbestos.

The treatment of autism is gaining 
more attention with each passing year.  
This year, the legislature addressed the 
problem created by many insurance 
companies that do not cover many of 
the critical therapies used to treat chil-
dren diagnosed with autism disorders.  
Effective January 1, 2009, health in-
surance policies delivered, issued, re-
newed, amended, or continued in Con-
necticut on or after this date must cover 
these therapies for treatment of autism 
if the policies cover these treatments 
for other diseases and conditions.

 

A WIN FOR VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS

STATE AID TO MUNICIPALITIES - HIGHER
BUT NOT AS HIGH AS WE HAD HOPED

The housing and credit crunch that has been, and 
continues to be, a major factor in the nation’s eco-
nomic slump spurred the General Assembly to take a 
number of steps to provide assistance to hard-pressed 
homeowners and home buyers.  New legislation es-
tablishes a variety of approaches through a $140 
million mortgage assistance program.  Among other things, the law will au-
thorize the Connecticut Housing Finance Authority (CHFA) to buy foreclosed 
Connecticut properties, when the homeowner owes more on a home than its 
appraised value, and turn them into affordable housing.  It also enables CHFA 
to implement mortgage refinancing and emergency mortgage assistance pro-
grams.  Additionally, the legislation directs the judicial branch of government 
to establish a foreclosure mediation program in each judicial district to iden-
tify homeowners whose homes are at risk and to direct them to appropriate 
community-based resources and governmental relief programs.

To address the credit area, the legislation specifically prohibits lenders from 
engaging in misleading, deceptive, or untruthful practices.  The law also re-
quires that lenders must reasonably believe that borrowers will be able to re-
pay the loan and must collect monthly escrow payments for property taxes 
and homeowners insurance.  Further, it establishes circumstances under which 
the state can suspend, revoke, or refuse to renew an originator’s license if the 
licensee has concealed, suppressed, intentionally omitted, or otherwise inten-
tionally failed to disclose any of the material items of a loan transaction.

For several years, I and many of my colleagues in the 
General Assembly who represent towns with Volunteer 
Fire Departments have been fighting for legislation to 
protect the volunteers and the towns they so valiantly 
serve.  This year, we won!  The legislature passed a bill 
that prohibits municipalities with paid departments from 

banning their firefighters or paid emergency personnel from serving as ac-
tive members of a volunteer department in the town where they live.  The 
spirit of volunteerism continues to be alive and well.

NEW VOTING RIGHTS
An unprecedented spike in the number of 
young people registering to vote in this 
year’s Presidential primaries was a major 
factor in a decision by the General Assem-
bly to correct a perceived inequity in the 

state’s voting laws.  Under a proposed amendment to the 
State Constitution to be submitted to voters on November 
4th, the right to vote in a primary would be extended to 17-
year-old citizens who will turn 18 on or before the day of 
a regular election between candidates to be chosen in the 
primary.

   

 

Under the urging of the Transporta-
tion Committee, the General Assem-
bly established the Buses For 21st 
Century Mobility Program.  This pro-
gram is designed to expand the use of 
commuter buses to combat ever-in-
creasing gasoline prices by making it 
more attractive for commuters to get 
out of their cars and into mass transit.  
Using $5 million already available in 
the budget, the expansion will include 
increases in the frequency of service, 
expanded hours of service during 
nights and weekends, new commuter 

connections, and improved web trip 
planning and marketing.

The Transportation Committee also 
led the way in increasing the pro-
tection of highway workers in work 
zones.  The new legislation creates 
stronger penalties for speeding, ag-
gressive driving, failing to obey traf-
fic control devices, and aggravated 
endangerment that results in serious 
physical injury or death of a highway 
worker.

CREATING A GREENER CONNECTICUT
Connecticut has become just the fifth state in the nation to 
enact landmark legislation to reduce global warming and 
to combat the environmental challenge posed by climate 
change.  The key to this legislation is achieving short-term 
and long-term goals in the reduction of emissions that add 
dangerous greenhouse gases to the earth’s atmosphere.  Spe-
cifically, the bill calls for a cut in emissions by 10 percent of 
their 1990 levels by the year 2020 and an 80 percent reduc-
tion of 2001 levels by the year 2050. 

State Representative Tony Guerrera formed an effective team with State Senator 
Donald DeFronzo (left) as co-chairmen of the General Assembly’s Transporta-
tion Committee, shepherding through the General Assembly important legisla-
tion affecting teenage drivers, mass transit, and highways.


