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Dear Friends and neighbors,

As the 2013 session of the Connecticut General Assembly convened in
January, the tragedy in Newtown weighed on our minds and created
a somber mood over the legislature and our state. 

In the spirit of bipartisanship, we passed the strongest gun violence 
prevention bill in the country along with several other landmark bills that 
will protect our children and address critical mental health issues while 
respecting the rights of law-abiding gun owners. 

My Democratic colleagues and I also delivered on other top priorities, 
including passing a balanced budget that does not raise taxes and helps 
municipalities hold the line on property taxes while protecting invest-
ments in education, job growth and consumer protection. 

I am proud to have cosponsored a bill to designate a portion of Colman 
Street in New London in honor of Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.. An uplifting 
ceremony was held at the Science and Technology School in New London, 
where local community activists, clergy members, municipal and state of-
ficials joined in celebration. 

Additionally, I cosponsored legislation which designates November as 
Native American Month. This will provide the public with educational op-
portunities to learn more about their history, culture and contributions to 
our state and country. I am also proud to have cosponsored the “Home-
less Person Bill of Rights” legislation.

I’m happy to answer any questions you have about issues facing our state. 
Together we can create a better future for all of our families and com-
munities. May you and your family enjoy a happy and healthy Autumn 
season.

Sincerely,

Ernest
Hewett
State Representative

Proudly Serving
New London | 39th District



State Representative 

Despite the difficulties surrounding our biennial budget debate, I am proud to have not 
only maintained, but increased funding for New London. The overall budget process was 
both good and bad. However, I was committed to preserving the safety net our commu-
nity depends on while keeping property taxes down and we were able to accomplish both 
these goals. Below are the budget appropriations for New London. 

Removing The Energy Auction

If you need additional assistance or  
have questions, please contact me:

State Representative
Ernest Hewett

Working cooperatively with Governor Dannel Malloy, we crafted a historic budget, 
as our economy continues to recover. It was critical that we balance our state budget 
with no new taxes while maximizing Connecticut’s taxpayer dollars that come back 
from Washington. Throughout this process I have been committed to making invest-
ments in education, and maintaining the safety net for our most vulnerable residents. 

This 2013-2014 budget passed by the General Assembly and signed by Governor 
Malloy:

• Includes major investment in science and technology at the University of Con-
necticut

• Provides funding for the landmark public education reforms passed in 2012
• Continues economic development programs
• Maintains aid to cities and towns

After hearing from so many of you regarding the proposed energy auction, which 
would have sold off standard offers to customers, I fought hard to remove it from the 
budget. Connecticut energy costs are already too high, and this one-time revenue 
gain would have pushed those costs even higher.

Rep. Hewett and Sylvester Traylor at the Martin Luther King Jr.  
Honorary Road Dedication Ceremony in New London

New London Fiscal Year 2014 State Aid
Education Cost Sharing

PILOT: State Owned Property

PILOT: Colleges & Hospitals

Pequot/Mohegan Revenue Sharing

Public School Transportation

Local Capital Improvement Program

Town Aid Roads

Adult Education

Total State Funds to New London

$24,820,650

$322,710

$4,327,491

$1,321,974

$254,271

$295,699

$390,485

$1,141,858

$34,426,265

Bringing Your State Tax Dollars Home

Capitol Phone: 800-842-1902
Cellular Phone: 860-460-9768

Email: Ernest.Hewett@cga.ct.gov

A Balanced Budget

I sponsored and voted in favor of increasing the minimum fair wage to $9 per 
hour over the next two years. It is reasonable that we provide hard working people 
in this state with a living wage. By increasing the minimum wage the legislature is helping 
low wage earners and boosting local economies.

I am pleased Connecticut has passed the first-in-the-nation genetically modified 
organisms labeling law. The requirement becomes effective once similar laws are 
enacted in four states, including one that borders Connecticut, with population 
totaling 20 million. This is a significant first step in the fight to know what is in 
the food we eat and serve our families. In the absence of federal action, Con-
necticut has once again taken the lead on an important public safety concern.

This legislative session we reaffirmed our commitment to affordable hous-
ing with the most significant gains for affordable housing in decades. With 
greater investment in CHFA, a newly established Department of Housing 
and statewide development projects, we are making investments in our people 
and our communities. (SB 845)

This session we passed a number of acts that will make our roads safer. I am partic-
ularly pleased to see a measure increasing the penalty for failure to remove ice or 
snow from a motor vehicle. Fines will start at $75 and increase if property damage 
results. No one likes commuting during New England winters, and especially when 
driving into snow drifts created by other cars on the road. (HB 6253)

Another bill that I am delighted to see passed is An Act Concerning Distracted 
Driving and Revisions to the Motor Vehicle Statutes. With this new law, we will 
be able to crack down on distracted driving and increase fines for using a hand-
held cell phone or other electronic device while driving. We will also benefit from 
the creation of a task force to study prevention of distracted driving. (HB 6033)

Minimum Wage

GMO Labeling

Affordable Housing

Transportation

I am proud to have sponsored legislation that made an honorary designation of 
one way of Colman Street in New London to the Martin Luther King Jr. Boule-
vard. This idea was brought to my attention by Mr. Sylvester Traylor. Honoring 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. for his enormous accomplishments to better our world 
would serve as an important symbolic gesture to have the memory of his civil 
rights leadership recognized. 

mlk Jr. road honorary road designation ceremony

A Homeless Person’s Bill of Rights
Homeless people often face barriers when attempting to access public re-
sources, including public parks, transportation and buildings. This bill takes a 
step towards ending discrimination and fostering dignity in homeless people by 
establishing a bill of rights. Under this law, homeless people have the right to 
use public spaces without harassment; have equal employment opportunities; 
receive emergency medical care; register to vote and vote; and receive equal 
treatment by state and municipal agencies. The law permits municipalities to 
post the bill of rights alongside municipal notices. (SB 896)

HEWETT
ERNEST

New London | 39th District


