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Dial-A-Ride Transportation Funding Saved 
$576,000 in regional non-ADA Dial-A-Ride funding was included in the 
final budget package. A portion of this funding provides transportation 
east of the River including transportation provided by Hockanum 
Valley Community Council. $3 million was also in the budget to fund 
the Municipal Competitive Dial-A-Ride Transportation Grant. This 
grant goes directly to municipalities. Vernon qualifies for a portion of 
this grant and it is used by Hockanum Valley Community Council for 
expanded services. I am pleased to have advocated for the inclusion of 
this funding in the final budget to ensure services would continue for 
our seniors and disabled.

Rental Rebate Program
I urge elderly and disabled residents who qualified for the Rental 
Rebate Program last year to reapply as soon as possible, before 
October 1, 2013.  Contact the Vernon Department of Social Services 
located at Vernon Town Hall for arrangements at 860-870-3661. The 
program was recently changed for new entrants and I am working 
with leadership, the Committee on Aging and the Department of 
Aging Commissioner to reverse the changes.

Licensing for Illegal Immigrants
While the majority of my colleagues voted to allow illegal immigrants 
to obtain driver’s licenses effective January, 2015, I voted NO on 
this issue. I strongly believe it violates the Federal Real ID Act which 
requires more stringent documentation to obtain and renew a driver’s 
license for U. S. born citizens, naturalized citizens and legal registered 
immigrants.  The purpose of the Real ID Act is to establish a uniform 
national identification system for travel and accessing government 
services. It was adopted following the 9/11 terrorist attack to improve 
public safety and provide greater safeguards against future acts of 
terrorism by foreign nationals infiltrating the U. S. to do harm.
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School Funding & Municipal Aid

$5 Million For Loom City Lofts - Up to $5 million was approved 
for the Roosevelt Mills Project under the Competitive Housing Assistance for 
Multifamily Properties (CHAMP) initiative for conversion to 9 studio residential 
units, 51 one-bedrooms and 8 two-bedrooms units as well as 7,000 square feet 
of first floor commercial space. I have been involved with this conversion since 
2006 when a $1.2 million grant was approved for demolition work to ready the 
site for development and am pleased to have advocated for the new funding.

$4.4 Million For Old Talcott Brothers Mill - Up to 
$4.4 million in CHAMP funding was also approved for the Old Talcott Brothers’ 
Mill in the Talcottville Section of Vernon to help convert the mill into mixed-use 
residential apartments and commercial space. This mill has been abandoned 
for many years and the grant will help put the property back on the tax rolls. 

$174,500 School Readiness Grant

$2 MILLION SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION FUNDING
I am pleased to report that my request to include $2 million in additional funding 
for Vernon schools in the legislature’s School Construction Bill (SB 876) was 
approved. The bill won passage June 5th and was signed into law July 2nd. The 
need for legislative action to acquire this funding was brought to my attention 
by Vernon Public Schools and although I had secured a commitment for the 
language to be included in the bill, the specific dollar amount was not known 
until the day the bill was taken up in the chamber. I thank House Democratic 
Leadership for working with me to approve this new funding for Vernon and for 
honoring the full over $2 million dollar request.

I am pleased to report that $174,500 in Vernon School Readiness Funding was 
included in the approved budget. This funding will support full and part-day pre-
school spaces at Northeast School and the Hockanum Valley Day Care.

Economic Boost for Vernon Consumers Spared Energy Auction 
I am pleased to have taken the leadership role in removing the Electric 
Energy Auction from the final budget. The proposal would have allowed 
the state to sell 800,000 customers currently covered under the Standard 
Offer into the unregulated market of suppliers as a means of bringing one-
shot revenue into the budget. This would have infringed upon a consumers’ 
right to choose their electric supplier and eliminated the state sanctioned 
Standard Offer currently in place. 

Unlike the unregulated market, any rate increases under the Standard Offer 
must be approved by the state. The Standard Offer also provides greater 
stability and potential for lower prices as the electricity is purchased by a 
state sanctioned procurement officer whose job it is to get the best bulk 
price for electricity for the over 800,000 served. These safeguards make 
the Standard Offer a more stable and attractive choice for consumers. 
Open market suppliers are not regulated and can fluctuate in price from 
month to month.    

$2 Million For Hockanum Mill - A $2 million state loan for the 
remediation and reuse of the Hockanum Mill on West Main Street in Rockville 
was approved. The former mill will house commercial and light industrial uses 
and create new jobs. I am pleased to have supported this funding to reduce 
blight and ready the property for productive use.

‘NO’ TO HOME HEATING OIL TAX
A proposal to tax home heating oil (HB 6650) to fund energy conservation 
programs like the conservation charge we already pay on our electric bills, died 
in committee. I took a strong stand against this bill and spoke against the tax at a 
public hearing of the Commerce Committee as the tax would have added to the 
volatile high cost of home heating fuel, creating even more hardships for those 
who cannot afford the already high cost to heat their homes during the cold 
winter months.  Although the bill had strong backing by numerous conservation, 
energy and clean air advocates, I am pleased that the bill died. The unintended 
consequence would have been even higher prices this coming winter. The price 
for home heating oil ranged $3.79 to $3.89 per gallon last winter as the price is 
closely aligned to the price of diesel fuel which is higher than regular gasoline.  
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Vernon’s Share Increased by $673,115 
Here’s a breakdown of approved funding:

Education Cost Sharing

Voc. Agriculture 

Town Aid Road 

State Property PILOT

Colleges & Hosp. Pilot

LOCIP 

Pequot/Mohegan

Pmt. In lieu of MRSA

School Transportation
Adult Education 
Special Education

$19,047,379

217,341

403,899

197,848

310,576

224,785

177,566

142,578

170,432

247,948

770,779

Total Amount in State 2013/14 Budget for Vernon Is $21,911,131. 
Without this State aid, the Vernon mill rate would be over 48 mills instead of 35.40 mills
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