
More Capitol News
$606,246 More for Rockville General Hospital
Progress was made with the bill I introduced to increase funding for community hospitals 
in the 2014 budget. $15.1 million in small community hospital funding was added in the 
budget to help smaller hospitals like Rockville General Hospital. An additional $37.6 million 
was also added to help all hospitals regardless of their size. 

As a result, state funding for Rockville General Hospital is expected to increase by $606,246 
bringing the net 2014 expected total for the hospital to $1,688,189. 

I am pleased to have advocated for this funding to help hospitals with uncompensated care 
costs and will continue my advocacy in the upcoming session.
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$250,000 for Bolton Lake Remediation 
A grant for $250,000 was approved to help with the water remediation of 
Lower Bolton Lake. The funding will be used to devise a 5-year plan for clean-
up of algae and invasive plants to the benefit Bolton and Vernon residents. I 
am pleased to have worked with area legislators in advocating for this funding.

Gun & Safety Laws 
A bipartisan compromise was reached that attempts to balance the 
concerns of the Newtown parents and public safety with the rights 
of gun owners in enacting new gun control and school security laws. 
Throughout the process, I met with sports enthusiasts and gun own-
ers to ensure their concerns were adequately addressed. As a result, 
the final bill considers and excludes those things expressed to me as 
most objectionable, namely:

• NO CONFISCATION OF WEAPONS. 
• NO CONFISCATION OF MAGAZINES. 
• NO PUNITIVE TAX on the purchase of bullets.
• NO PUBLIC LISTING of gun owners. 
• NO MANDATORY LIABILITY INSURANCE.

A more thorough public hearing process was also held that included 
additional legislative committees. 

For more information about the new requirements visit the State 
Department of Emergency Services and Public Protection’s website 
at www.ct.gov/despp  –  Go to “Featured Links“, FAQ’s related to 
assault weapons.

$400,000 for Housing Rehab
Vernon will receive $400,000 for housing rehabilitation under the Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) administered by Connecticut’s State Depart-
ment of Housing. Vernon will use the funding to continue its housing rehabili-
tation loan program to help low- and moderate-income homeowners rehabili-
tate their homes.

$350,714 Security Grant for Vernon Schools 
To better address security following the Newtown tragedy, 169 schools in 36 
districts will receive funds in the first round of the competitive grant program 
for school security under the Gun Violence Prevention and Children’s Safety 
Act. Vernon Schools will receive $350,714.


