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Dear Friends:

As we progress in the current legislative 
session, I thought it would be helpful to 
provide an update of some of the bills that 
are of particular importance to our district.

I hope you find the information both 
informative and helpful.

Thank you for the continued opportunity 
to be of service to you.

Sincerely,

 
Claire Janowski
State Representative
Chair, Executive & Legislative Nominations 
Committee

State Representative

Claire Janowski

State 
Representative

Legislation 
Important 
to Vernon

Janowski
Claire 



Prescription Drug Relief
In 2009, coverage for the majority of ConnPACE recipients 
was converted to the Medicare Savings Program (MSP) to 
allow greater access to subsidies and lower co-pays.
 
To make sure that the program income qualification keep 
pace with general increases in Social Security Cost of Living 
Adjustments (COLA), the legislature passed Bill No. 5301, 
an Act Adjusting Income Eligibility Guidelines for Medicare 
Savings Program.
 
The bill won passage at the February 23rd session and I am 
pleased to have supported this legislation. This adjustment 
will ensure that the program thresholds will keep pace with 
Social Security COLA increases and allow recipients to 
remain qualified. Without this bill, over 4,300 recipients would 
have lost coverage.
 
There is no asset test for the Medicare Savings Program. 
If you are reaching age 65 and would like more information 
about the program, contact the local Vernon Department of 
Social Services at (860) 870-3661.

Increased Education Funding  
For Vernon

The Governor’s budget proposal increases Education Cost 
Sharing (ECS) dollars to a number of municipalities that 
qualify for additional assistance as “Conditional Schools”. 
Under the proposal, Vernon’s ECS would increase by an 
additional $671,611.
 
The additional funding, however, is based on certain 
conditions not yet fully formulated. The Education Committee 
is holding public hearings to determine the impact on the 
towns affected and will consider modifications that will 
ultimately be approved in committee. The Appropriations 
Committee will also review the proposal for further changes. 
 

 
Education Bills Introduced  

by Rep. Janowski:

Regional Dial-a-Ride Funding
 
I am pleased that the Governor’s budget kept whole the 
$678,000 in regional Dial-a-Ride funding. This is funding 
that goes directly to the Greater Hartford Transit District for 
East of the River Dial-a-Ride services including dollars for 
Hockanum Valley Community Council.
 
I will continue to work with the chairs of the Appropriations 
Committee and leadership to ensure that this funding is 
retained in the final budget document to be taken up by the 
legislature.

Property Tax Credit Bill
 
To help reduce the property tax burden on local taxpayers, I 
have introduced HB 5084, An Act Concerning the Property 
Tax Credit. The bill increases the individual property tax credit 
from $300 to $500.
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To contact Rep. Claire Janowski, call (860) 240-0452. www.housedems.ct.gov/Janowski

Need More Information? 
Go to: CT. gov

HB 5043 An Act Increasing ECS Aid to Towns to 
Compensate for the Magnet School Tuition 
Requirement

HB 5077 An Act Concerning Full State Reimbursement 
for Special Education Costs

HB 5078 An Act Lowering the Excess Cost Threshold for 
Special Education Costs

HB 5079 An Act Concerning the Reimbursement 
of Towns for Costs Associated With 
Prekindergarten Tuition at Magnet Schools

For Legislation 
Hit “Legislative” at top of page

For State Agencies & Programs
Hit “Executive” at top of page and  
select a department or agency.
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