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Dear Neighbors:

In light of the declining state tax 
revenue caused by a weakening 
economy, we took the prudent ap-
proach of sticking with the cur-
rent fiscal year 2008/2009 budget 
already approved with bi-parti-
san support in 2007. That budget 
will result in no new taxes.  This 
includes a decision we made in 
special session to postpone a pre-
viously scheduled increase in the 
gross receipts tax on gasoline.  

Despite the difficult fiscal circumstances and the limitations of 
the short legislative session, we managed to pass a number of 
important legislative initiatives this year, some of which are 
highlighted in this newsletter.  

I hope you will find it interesting and informative.  Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have questions or need any addi-
tional information.

     Sincerely,

       Ed Jutila
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Mark Your Calendar Now  - This year’s sales tax-
free week for back to school shopping will run from Sun-
day, August 17th through Saturday, August 23rd.  It ap-
plies to clothing and footwear under $300.

You Decide, November 4 2008 - “Shall the Consti-
tution of the State be amended to permit any person who 
will have attained the age of eighteen years on or before 
the day of a regular election to vote in the primary for such 
regular election?”  Voters have the final say.  If a major-
ity of those voting in the general election approves this 
amendment, it will become part of the State Constitution.
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Environment RepResenting east Lyme & saLem

Money Follows the Person Project:  This bill will make sure the 
people who want to remain at home with their families can be cared for at a 
level that meets their needs. The Money Follows the Person program reduces 
reliance on institutional care and develops community-based long-term care 
options. It will support elderly and disabled Medicaid recipients. Senate Bill 
561 expands and improves this program by increasing from 700 to 5,000 the 
number of individuals who can be served under the program.

The Homecare Option Program for the Elderly:  The Homecare 
Option Program for the Elderly allows participants to establish an individual 
savings account within this state-administered trust fund to provide benefi-
ciaries with funds to pay for qualified home care expenses. Capital gains and 

dividends earned on contributions to these accounts are 
exempt from the designated account beneficiary’s state 
income tax.  This bill permits participants to designate 
anyone as the account beneficiary.  Beneficiaries can 
withdraw funds from the account to pay for expenses 
not covered by long term health insurance or Medicare.

Children

Connecticut Healthcare Partnership:  We took 
decisive action this year to offer municipalities, non-
profit organizations, and small businesses an opportunity 
to join the state health insurance plan, if they wish to 
do so.  It seems obvious that creating a large pool of in-
sureds would increase bargaining power when it’s time 
to negotiate with insurers, leading to lower costs for all. 
Participation in the plan would be strictly voluntary.  Although the Governor 
vetoed this bill, she acknowledged that it was well-intentioned, indicating the 
possibility of a future compromise.

Volunteer Firefighters:  Around the state full-time paid firefighters 
often volunteer their services in the towns in which they live.  Without this spirit 
of volunteerism our communities 
would suffer. This year we passed a 
bill that will prevent municipalities 
from prohibiting their paid firefight-
ers or  other emergency personnel 
from serving as active members of 
volunteer fire departments in the 
municipalities where they live.

Minors in the Workplace:   Legislation adopted this year will allow 15 
year-olds to continue to work during school vacations and on Saturdays in food 
stores as baggers, cashiers, or stock clerks in businesses on a limited basis.  The 
students gain valuable experience in the marketplace while earning some money 
on their own.

Protecting Against Identity Theft: To address the dramatic rise 
in identity theft, the legislature passed a bill requiring entities which use 
social security numbers to destroy personal information prior to its disposal. 
In addition, firms which collect social security numbers in the normal course 
of business must create a privacy protection policy which ensures the confi-
dentiality of social security numbers. Anyone violating the provisions of this 
new law will be subject to civil penalties.

Teen Drivers:  Tougher restrictions on 16- and 17-year-old 
drivers were imposed in response to the rising number of tragic 
accidents involving young drivers.  This new law increases pen-
alties for excessive speeding, DUI, street-racing and reckless 
driving offenses.  Teen drivers will also have to complete 40 
hours of behind the wheel training, and be subject to an 11:00 
PM curfew.

Public Safety

Seniors
Insurance Discounts for Seniors:  This legislation will make it 
easier for individuals over the age of 60 to become eligible for auto insurance 
discounts resulting from the completion of a safe driver course.  It elimi-
nates the requirement of an in-person final exam for people using an Internet 
course.

Cash Discounts for Gasoline:  Recently 
the legislature approved a bill that will prohibit oil 
companies from restricting gas stations’ ability to 
provide customers with a discount if they pay cash.  
The new law, which takes effect immediately, is in-
tended to make it easier for gas stations to offer dis-
counts to customers who use cash instead of credit 
cards to fill their tanks.

Healthcare

Nursing Home PILOT Program: The Department of Social Services 
(DSS) will develop a pilot program of 10 small house nursing homes in the 
state. Our objective is to improve the quality of life for nursing home resi-
dents and provide nursing home care in a home-like setting.

Criminal Justice Reform:  Building on legislation that passed in 
the January special session which established a new offense of home inva-
sion, increased penalties for burglary of a dwelling, and made the Board of 
Pardons a permanent body, we took on the challenge of persistent offend-
ers.  We provided $10 million for additional prosecutors, state police, GPS 
tracking, alternative housing, public defenders and the Department of Mental 
Health and Addiction Services.  We also will require prosecutors who do not 
seek persistent dangerous felony status to state for the record why they didn’t 
do so. Persistent dangerous felons will now have their sentences doubled and 
tripled when they are convicted of  multiple felonies.

The Military

Unemployment Benefits for Military Spouses:  Too often, we forget 
the financial sacrifices that a call to active duty imposes on our service men and 
women.  When military families are forced to relocate, military spouses, through 
no fault of their own, may find themselves unemployed.  We recognized the bur-
den this creates, so we extended unemployment compensation benefits to military 
spouses that are forced to relocate under these circumstances.

Gold Star License Plate:  Last year, we autho-
rized a Gold Star License Plate for immediate relatives 
of state residents killed in military action.  This year 
we eliminated the additional $10 plate fee that had 
been added to the normal registration fee.

Protecting the Sound:  When the Broad-
water Liquefied Natural Gas Platform was first 
proposed for Long Island Sound, it became 
clear very quickly that it would be a disaster for 

the Sound.  The platform would have destroyed 
wonderful views of the Sound, causing property val-

ues and tourism to decline.  It also would have been a great 
security concern and an environmental nightmare. Over the 
years I have testified in opposition at numerous hearings and 
worked with other state leaders to stop Broadwater. The recent 
decision by New York’s Governor to reject Broadwater is a big 
victory for the Sound.  Though we must remain vigilant through the 
appeals process, I am pleased to say that the threat has been reduced.

Consumer Protection

Ethics
Over the last few years the General Assembly has taken action to strengthen the 
ethics laws for public officials. In its most decisive action, the General Assembly 
passed the final critical piece of ethics reform in its effort to restore public trust 
in state government. This comprehensive reform legislation closes loopholes, 
strengthens penalties, and clarifies the state code of ethics.  It also permits the  
court to revoke or reduce any public official’s or employee’s retirement benefit 
for the commission of certain job-related crimes.


