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Rep. Jutila discusses job creation with Commerce Committee Chairman 
Rep. Jeff Berger.

ED JUTILA
state representative

Dear Neighbor:

I am pleased to report on the results of the 2011 regular session of the Connecticut 
General Assembly. 

This year’s legislative session was extremely challenging as a result of the continuing 
lackluster economy and the state’s persistent fiscal crisis. Although I voted against the 
budget due to its failure to properly balance spending cuts and new revenue, I am still 
pleased that some reductions in state spending were implemented, while municipal aid 
and education cost sharing grants were preserved. This played a key role in allowing the 
towns to hold the line on local property tax increases. 

I am also pleased that the budget included a number of important reforms that I have 
supported throughout the years. These reforms include fully funding our pension liability, 
not borrowing to pay for current expenses and implementing Generally Accepted 
Accounting Principles (GAAP). This will save our state money in the long run, and put 
us in better fiscal shape in the years to come. 

Although the budget dominated the debate this year, we managed to make progress in 
many other areas, including public safety, job creation, economic development, energy 
and healthcare reform and education. We also saw the Route 11 project start moving 
forward again, and the first step taken to bring a train station back to Niantic. 

I would like to thank all of you who offered your input during the legislative session, 
which helped to guide my decisions throughout the process.

If you are interested in more information on these or any other issues, please call me 
at 860-739-7730 or e-mail me through my website, www.HouseDems.ct.gov/Jutila. It 
continues to be a great honor and pleasure to represent you in the General Assembly.

Cordially,

Ed
JUTILA

c a p i t o l 
report  2011

State Representative 
Proudly Serving East Lyme & Salem 
37th District

If Connecticut is to grow and prosper economically, it must emerge as a leader 
in the “New Economy”—one that is global, entrepreneurial, innovation-based, 
technology-focused, and knowledge-driven. Therefore, we must focus on the long-term 
advancement of state assets, including human capital, through education and training, 
improvement of physical infrastructure, and by building a state economy around 
innovation. Some important steps in this direction are highlighted below. 

Bioscience Connecticut

This major initiative represents a collaboration between public, private, not-for-profit, 
and academic institutions to cultivate fertile ground for success in the “New Economy” 
focusing on innovation. It includes major investments at the UConn Health Center to 
make it a world class bioscience research center and the establishment of the UConn 
Technology Park to cultivate emerging industries and technologies. These projects will 
create hundreds of temporary construction jobs and many permanent bioscience jobs. 

First Five

This program encourages economic growth by authorizing tax credits and other 
financial incentives to the first five businesses that create at least 200 jobs within the 
next 24 months. Several corporations have already come forward to apply.

Small Business

Since small business is the backbone of the Connecticut economy and the source 
of most job creation, the state has heightened its focus on cultivating new and 
existing small businesses. A new law now gives small businesses access to contracting 
opportunities that were previously inaccessible. The state also secured a $550,000 grant 
from the U.S. Small Business Administration to help increase state exports, as well as 
the number of small businesses that export their products. 

Job Growth Roundtable

Another new law offers incentives for entrepreneurship and innovation, infrastructure, 
and education, including student loan reimbursements for green technology graduates, 
expanded tax credits, property tax exemptions and grants for investing in business 
growth. A new manufacturing reinvestment fund will also enable small manufacturers 
to expand.

Creating Jobs - Our Top Priority
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Public Safety
A Safer Connecticut 
We strengthened Connecticut’s criminal justice 
system by cracking down on repeat drunk drivers, 
made it easier to match DNA evidence to help 
solve crimes and strengthened our domestic violence laws
Construction Safety 

To enhance the safety of construction workers and others, we placed more stringent 
requirements on new power plant construction projects in order to avoid another 
tragedy such as the Kleen Energy Systems plant explosion in Middletown last year.

Education
Getting Tough on School Bullying 
In response to the increasing incidence of school 
bullying, we passed legislation that strengthens 
our laws and better prepares educators to 
address this serious problem.

Looking out for our Children
The Legislature stood strong in maintaining 
funding for education, which represents 20.6 
percent of the total state budget. This, in turn, 
was instrumental in allowing the towns to hold 
the line on local property taxes. Other efforts to 
protect our children include:

 » Teachers working with autistic children must 
now be certified

 » Any family requesting special education services must receive an evaluation within 
60 days

 » Towns, non-profits and businesses that work with children must amend existing 
disaster preparedness plans to include protection of children separated from their 
family during a disaster.

Saluting Our Veterans 
Veterans, along with their families, have sacrificed so much so we can enjoy our 
freedom and way of life. New laws this year:

 » Allow active members of the armed forces or their surviving spouses to obtain 
veterans’ license plates

 » Enable veteran status to be on a driver’s license
 » Provide disabled wartime veterans with free parking, admission and boat access 
parking at state recreational areas

 » Expand the waiver of property tax interest for certain armed forces members
 » Waive the fee for a certified copy of a veteran’s death certificate
 » Establish a one-stop website for all services available for veterans and their spouses

Route 11
Through Governor Malloy’s leadership, and with 
help from federal funds secured by Congressman 
Courtney, the much stalled Route 11 project is 
moving along once again. Environmental field work 
necessary to develop a world class environmental 
mitigation plan, as required by the US EPA, is 
under way. A parallel survey is being conducted 
to determine if tolls could provide a source of revenue for the state’s projected 20 
percent share of the project cost. A bill that I introduced authorizing the DOT 
to place a toll on the new portion of the highway once it is completed passed the 
House, but was not taken up in the Senate in the waning days of the session. I plan 
to introduce a similar bill in the 2012 session. 

Niantic Train Station
This session I introduced legislation 
that requires the DOT to study the 
feasibility of establishing a train station 
in Niantic. The study will examine 
all steps necessary to build a station, 
including an estimate of the time and 
resources required to complete each 
step, as well as a projected date for 
final completion. The study is to be 
performed using existing budgetary 
resources, with a progress report to be submitted to the Transportation Committee 
by February 15, 2012.

Municipal Immunity from Liability
I co-sponsored legislation that will encourage towns to open up more land for public 
recreation. The legislation accomplishes this by making towns immune from liability 
for land opened up for hiking, bicycling and other recreational purposes. The threat 
of costly lawsuits has deterred some municipal land from being used for recreation, 
and in some cases has led to the closure of land to the public. 
 
Sometimes We Have to Play Defense  

I joined with Waterford’s legislators 
to lead the successful fight against an 
unfair and ill conceived tax targeted 
at Dominion Power’s Millstone 
nuclear facilities. This $300 
million tax would have put over 
1000 Millstone jobs at risk, along 
with thousands of spin-off jobs at 
businesses that provide goods and 
services to the plants.

Rep. Jutila reviews material 
in preparation for a earing 
held on the utility company’s 
response to Storm Irene.

Storm Irene: What Did We Learn?
Recently I participated in the legislative hearings on Connecticut’s readiness and 
response to Tropical Storm Irene. Utility executives, municipal elected officials, 
public safety personnel and members of the public testified at the hearings. The 
hearings served to reinforce what we already knew from input obtained from 
local officials and other constituents: that, with the exception of the designated 
liaisons, the utility companies did a poor job of communicating and coordinating 
the response with local resources, resulting in unnecessary delays in utility 
restoration. Our goal is to learn how to get better prepared for future storms. 

State Budget Reform
Despite my personal opposition to the budget adopted, I am still pleased that the 
legislation:

 » Reduces the number of state agencies by one-third
 » Enacts pension and retiree healthcare reforms to save $20 billion over 20 years
 » Meets current operating expenses without borrowing or using one time  
revenues

 » Fully funds pension obligations to reduce future taxpayer burden
 » Implements Generally Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP)

Supporting Our Seniors 

A study committee on grandparents’ rights was established to develop legislative 
recommendations to help seniors denied the right to see their grandchildren. A 
proposal to increase significantly the cost to seniors of the Home Care for Elders 
program was defeated. The Money Follows the Person initiative was expanded, 
allowing more nursing home residents to transition to care in their own homes, 
where they want to be.

State Representative
Ed Jutila
If you need additional assistance or 
have questions, please contact me: 

Capitol Phone 860.240.8585

Home Phone 860.739.7730

Let’s Keep in Touch

Rep. Jutila meets in his office 
with students from Teenpact 
who were visiting the capitol 
for leadership training.

Salem
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As Committee Vice-Chair Rep. Jutila goes 
over a Public Safety Committee meeting 
agenda with Committee Chairman Steve 
Dargan.

On the Local Front


