
Legislative Office Building 
Hartford, CT 06106-1591

Home: 860-344-1230
Capitol: 800-842-8267 

www.housedems.ct.gov/Lesser
Matt.Lesser@cga.ct.gov

P
R

S
R

T S
TD

U
.S

. P
O

S
TA

G
E

PA
ID

H
A

R
TFO

R
D

, C
T

P
erm

it N
o. 3937

In the aftermath of the October Nor’easter and Tropical Storm Irene 
that left much of the state without power, we passed sweeping reforms 
to better prepare for future severe storms and avoid wide-spread and 
lengthy loss of utility service, where:

• Utilities will be held to minimum performance standards for 
emergency preparation and response.

• Noncompliance could result in penalties of up to 2.5 percent 
of an electric or gas company’s annual distribution revenue, 
approximately $25 million in the case of Connecticut Light & Power.

Matt presents a state citation 
to Rosa Browne of Middletown, 
for her contributions to the 
community. Rosa was a 2012 
honoree for the 15th annual 
Connecticut Immigrant Day.

Storm Response and Power Outages

As we all know, family 
relationships are complicated 
and emotional, and 
grandparents can sometimes 
be separated from their 
grandchildren’s lives 
particularly when divorce, 
death or disagreements 
occur. This legislation helps 
grandparents seeking visitation 
rights by providing a guide 
of required evidence so a 
court can better assess each unique situation. This includes showing 
that a parent-like relationship exists and that a denial of visitation rights 
could cause harm to the child. A court must grant the request if clear 
and convincing evidence has proven these conditions exist. In the end, 
it is important that decisions are made in a child’s best interests and this 
legislation helps do that. 

Grandparents Rights Dear Neighbor,

We had our work laid out for us this year. We had four top priorities and 
we accomplished all four: major bipartisan jobs legislation, overhauling 
K-12 education,balancing our state’s budget and not raising taxes.

As the Vice Chairman of the Government Administration and Elections 
Committee, I led the fight to modernize voter registration, prevent 
voter intimidation and make state government regulations more easily 
accessible to the public.

I also sponsored legislation to close a loophole that had allowed sex 
offenders released from the Connecticut Valley Hospital to avoid 
registering on the state’s sex offender registry, and give the public the 
right to know if sewage spills into area waterways. 

However, my top job is serving you. If I can ever be of assistance in your 
dealings with a state agency, please do not hesitate to call or write.

Yours sincerely,

Matt Lesser
Your State Representative
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Creating Jobs, Fixing Our Schools, No New Taxes

Matt speaks at an AARP forum on 
lowering electricity rates.



We have made great progress in helping families affected by domestic 
violence in recent years, but the problem persists in our communities. 
Building on earlier successes, this year we strengthened the state’s laws 
to better protect victims, hold abusers accountable, and give new tools to 
law enforcement by:

• Improving access to and enforcement of protective and restraining 
orders.

• Giving police officers new tools, including a model policy for 
responding to domestic violence incidents. 

• Allowing victims to report email and texting violations of restraining 
and protective orders in the town where they reside, where they 
receive the communication or where the communication was 
initiated.

• Extending the maximum length of restraining orders from six 
months to one year. 

• Ordering a feasibility study for a 911 texting system.
• Requiring the courts to share protective orders with schools that 

victims attend, upon request of a victim.
• Strengthening the definition of stalking to ensure that stalking 

incidents—including digital stalking—are appropriately punished.

Sewage spills can impact the health and 
property of residents as well as take an 
environmental toll on our waterways and 
beaches. Spill alerts will now occur for 
breaches at sewage treatment plants, 
whether caused by storm overflow or 
operational problems. The new law 
establishes a process to inform the 
public whenever a sewage spill occurs by 
requiring the Connecticut Department 
of Energy & Environmental Protection 
(DEEP) to post information on sewage 
spills on the agency’s website beginning 
in July 2014.

Sewage Spill Alerts

Reducing Domestic Violence

Serving Durham, Middlefield & Middletown 
www.housedems.ct.gov/Lesser

We continued the state’s commitment to job growth and economic recovery 
with new legislation during special session that expands the Small Business 
Express Program, allowing an estimated 3,600 additional businesses to have 
access to state funding for capital investments and hiring.

In addition, we:
• Established the Unemployed Armed Forces Member STEP-UP 

(Subsidized Training and Employment Program) with grants to subsidize 
a business’s cost of hiring unemployed veterans during their first 180 
days (about six months) on the job. 

• Created new job opportunities for young people by funding the Youth 
Employment Summer Jobs program. We also supported adult evening 
education programs, as well as the Small Business Express program 
and a Connecticut Made initiative to promote products from local 
businesses.

• Added additional, high level job opportunities that will result from 
economic development funding for the Jackson Labs project, which 
builds on our decision to become a world leader in bioscience and 
biotechnology.

Jobs are Priority #1
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Matt takes part in a ground 
breaking at the Mattabassett 

District sewer upgrade project. 
The project will improve water 

quality and eventually allow 
Middletown to develop its 

Connecticut River waterfront.

Matt honors the Middletown Mentor 
Program’s 20th Anniversary.

Middletown schools hit the newspapers earlier this year for the use of 
restraint and seclusion as a part of school discipline. The state helped by 
clarifying expectations for school boards. When recording instances of 
seclusion or restraints used on a child, they must now indicate whether it was 
in accordance with the child’s individualized education program, or whether 
it was an emergency. It also requires, rather than allows, the State Board of 
Education to review and summarize this information and provide it to the 
legislative Children’s Committee for inclusion in their report on children’s 
well-being.

This year we worked to overhaul education in schools across the state. 
As a member of the Education Committee, I listened closely to our local 
teachers and parents and sponsored a compromise law that made historic 
improvements to school systems around the state. I am proud to have been 
named a “Children’s Champion” by the Connecticut Early Childhood Alliance 
for the fourth consecutive year.

Our reforms:
• Include 1000 additional school 

readiness slots for preschoolers 
around the state.

• Increase funding for Vinal Tech, 
school-based health centers and the 
Vocational-Agricultural Program at 
Middletown High.

• Allow Regional School District 13 
and Middletown Schools to receive 
more funding for magnet school 
attendees.

• Give Middletown schools millions 
in additional funding, including 
nearly $800,000 to close the 
Achievement Gap and funding for 
family resource centers at Farm Hill 
and Macdonough Schools. I was also able to restore funding for the 
Bielefield School Family School Connection.

• Impose reforms that will ensure that teachers and administrators are 
better trained, better prepared and better evaluated, in a way that is 
fair to them and the kids they teach.

Use of Restraint or Seclusion in Schools

Education Reform

Matt meets with President Obama’s 
Secretary of Education Arne Duncan.


