M.O.R.E.

Mandates Sub-Committee Organizational Meeting
MEETING MINUTES

Thursday, April 11, 2013 

1:00 PM in LOB Room 1D 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman, Representative Sayers at 1:08 P.M.  

The following sub-committee members were present: 

Rep. Bill Aman, Angelo Alleano, Elizabeth Gara, Sal Luciano, Dave Roche, Leo Paul,    Barbara Henry, James Jaskot, Vinnie Loffredo, Sheila McKay, Fillmore McPherson, Frank Nicastro, Art Ward, Ben Wenograd and Steve McKeever
The Chairman, Rep. Sayers welcomed everyone. Opening remarks were made.
Rep. Sayers asked for a motion to accept the minutes of the previous meeting. A motion was made and seconded. The motion was carried by the members.

Mr. Luciano provided an update on P.O.S.T. He stated a checklist for applicants would be hard to develop because it is difficult to quantify all training requirements. In addition, P.O.S.T. training can’t be shortened based on a college degree in law enforcement because you need practical, hands on experience.  P.O.S.T. did support waiving training for state police officers applying for municipal positions within five years after retirement, with the exception of drug and physiological testing.
Rep. Sayers suggested returning veterans might meet P.O.S.T. requirements because of their military training. 

Mr. Luciano stated military training is a very valuable asset. If physiological testing revealed PTSD, help would be available.  

Mr. Ward provided an update on state fees collected at municipal offices.  Many of the fees have not been raised in decades. He suggested the portion of the fees paid to municipalities be increased to help cover clerk costs. Further, he thought the real estate conveyance tax should be looked at and will provide information at next week’s meeting. 
Mr. Stratton, staff legal counsel, stated the conveyance tax requires the seller to cut two checks: one for the town and one for the state.

Mr. McPherson stated that his town paid $1,250,000 in fees collected to the state. 

Mr. Ward stated Bristol paid $322,000 in land recording fees to the state in a matter of several months. 

Rep. Sayers stated sportsman’s fees such as hunting licenses should not be increased.   They have been increased several times in the past few years.
Mr. Ward stated that Bristol stopped issuing hunting licenses because they were available at local stores and online.
Rep. Sayers suggested making licenses available to citizens online. 

Mr. Stratton stated that many licenses and fees could be processed online, but that items such as records and maps and the fees related to them would need to remain with the Town Clerk.
Mr. Jaskot stated that the state returns some of the revenue it collects in fees to the municipalities in the form of revenue sharing grants. 
Mr. Loffredo stated that the municipalities collect the state’s fees but asked what service do municipalities receive from the state in return?
Mr. Ward responded to Mr.Loffredo, nothing. Committee members agreed with him.
Rep. Sayers requested that committee members bring back information on fees and their costs for next week’s meeting.
Rep. Sayers referenced the CCM (Connecticut Conference of Municipalities) Report on Unfunded State Mandates and noted they recommend granting municipalities the ability to post notices online to enable them to save money and referenced a letter sent to P&D chairman urging passage of this bill.
Rep. Sayers directed the conversation to PSAR (Primary Service Area Responders) and municipal EMS services and referenced CCM’s Emergency Services/Ambulance Cost Containment Proposal. 
Rep. Aman stated his town uses a volunteer ambulance corps. If a medical call requires a paramedic one is dispatched from a neighboring town. Towns are billed separately for ambulance and paramedic services from two separate entities.
Mr. Paul stated that it should be a local decision whether to participate with independent PSAR contract holders.
Rep. Sayers stated that ambulance services often own the PSAR contracts instead of the towns and that many towns operate their first responder services differently and have police and fire as first responders.
Ms. Henry stated she is an EMT and helped establish the Housatonic Valley Paramedic Program and an oversight committee. The contract for their services is reviewed each year by a committee comprised of municipal officials and first responders.  

Mr. Criss stated that PSAR for his town is used to be owned by the town and is now owned by the volunteer ambulance corps.  The town would like to re-acquire the PSAR but it is too expensive and would not be worth it. 
Rep. Sayers asked for clarification on the difference between an EMT and Paramedic. 

Mr. Alleano stated that an EMT certification must be acquired first before one can attempt to become a paramedic. Paramedic candidates must enroll in a program, pass state tests and be sponsored by a hospital. 

Mr. McPherson stated that 169 towns provide ambulance services differently and the state should allow them to determine the process to which they provide services.

Rep. Sayers suggested that representatives from the Department of Public Health speak to the committee at our next meeting.
Rep. Sayers directed the conversation to HB6637 “An Act Concerning the Discontinuance of Highways and Private Ways by Municipalities”
Mr. Stratton stated the Judiciary Committee has not yet voted to draft the bill, their JF deadline has not passed.  If the committee takes no action the bill could be brought up as an amendment in future legislation.
Rep. Sayers stated she has a meeting with leadership regarding the status of our subcommittee and she will raise the issue of HB6637. 

Mr. Paul addressed SB4 “An Act Concerning Early Voting” and it’s financial implications. He stated it would cost too much to allow seven days ahead of time, they would have to hire additional poll workers, place legal notices, secure ballot boxes and ensure no one waits in line more than fifteen minutes. He recommended early voting be accomplished thru absentee ballots.
Rep. Sayers stated that a constitutional amendment regarding early voting possibly will be a referendum vote in 2014 and will need to pass by a simple majority.
Mr. Wenograd suggested a good and necessary mandate: Registrar’s’ job is to facilitate voting and they should do their job. 
Mr. Paul stated the registrars’ job is to facilitate polling places on Election Day.
Rep. Sayers stated that SB4 Early Voting will be placed on the agenda for next week and requested Ms. Shannon Wegele, Chief of Staff for the Secretary of State, provide a representative from her office to speak on SB4 for next week’s meeting.
Mr. Roche questioned the impact SB4 would have on large cities and towns.
Mr. Stratton stated SB4 was voted out of the Government Administration Committee and a Fiscal Note is pending.  He stated the bill the bill requires every town to have one place only open for early voting.
Rep. Sayers asked members for items they would like to discuss next week.
Mr. McPherson stated he would like to discuss Public Act 12-73: Allow Your Hometown to Consolidate Polling Places for Primaries and would like to discuss it next week.
Mr.Roche stated he would like to address the Massachusetts Law on Prevailing Wage.
Rep. Sayers directed Mr. Stratton to provide more information on the Massachusetts Filed Sub-bid Law and New York Law (Wicks) on Prevailing Wage for next week’s meeting.
Rep. Nicastro suggested that the mayors and First Selectman committee members speak to their department heads and define what the biggest issue/mandates and fees are for next week’s meeting.
Rep. Sayers concurred with Rep Nicastro and placed his suggestion on the agenda for next week. 
Rep. Sayers stated the next meeting will be on Thursday, April 18th4th at 1 P.M.  

The meeting was adjourned at 2:25P.M.

Submitted: Maureen O’Reilly, Michael Werner and Shane Henry
