M.O.R.E. Task Force

Regional Entities Sub-Committee 

MEETING MINUTES

Thursday, APRIL 25, 2013 

10:00 AM TO 12:00 PM IN THE LOB, ROOM 1D 

The following committee members were present:
Senators

	Cassano, S. 


Representatives

	Bowles, Tim – Chairman; Aman, B; Demicco, M; DiMinico, J; Godfrey, B; Hampton, J; Morin, R; Ritter, B; Rebimbas, R; Rojas, J; Rovero, D; Sear, B; Steinberg, J; Vicino, T; Ziobron, M.


Members

	Amento, C; Borjeson, T; Brokman, M; Butler, J; Douglas, B; Elsesser, J; Filchak, J; Fusco, V; Glassman, M; Heminway, C; Kozlowski, G; Marconi, R; Mezzo, R; Namnoun, R; Paul, L; Rodriguez, L; Tait, B; Tracy, C; Walter, J; Wray, L.


The following committee members were absent:
	Berigan, J; Bidolli, B; Douglas, B; Dunne, R; Edmondson, C; Fasano, L; Fawcett, K; Gentile, L; Haddad, G; Hennessey, J; Hewett, E; Krause, L; Lesser, M; Miller, P; Murphy, P; Mushinsky, M; Orange, L; Paquette, M; Paterson, B; Reed, L; Riley, E; Rose, K; Sanchez, R; Scribner, D; Stein, D; Williams, S; 


I. 
The meeting was called to order at 10:10 AM by Chairman Bowles, T. 

II. 
Opening remarks by Sen. Cassano & Rep. Bowles, introductions
Rep. Bowles: I’d like to start and break out into our groups again quickly. First I’d like to have a small number of members come forth from each working group to meet to draft and discuss recommendations next Tuesday at 10:00 AM. Then the larger full sub-committee will meet Friday at 10:00 AM to finalize the recommendations. Are there any questions or comments? I want to recognize Mary Glassman and Senator Cassano for doing such a great job getting everyone together and moving the working group along. AT this point we need to concentrate on fiscal notes. What kinds of incentives are necessary to encourage towns and RPOs to participate? Senator Cassano?

Sen. Cassano: I want to remind people that it has only been two years. There are 119 towns in COGs. We need to streamline the MPOs and COGS into something that works.
Rep. Bowles: Representative Rojas?

Rep. Rojas: It’s nice to be here. We need to make sure we get funding from the state. We also need to address the scale and resize if necessary and use resources to incentivize changes.

Rep. Bowles: Representative Steinberg?

Rep. Steinberg:  We have lots of talent in the room. We have a chance here to make this work. We don’t like change but change ios coming and we need people to get on board. The session is ending. We need to study but we won’t let that stop us. The train is leaving the station.
Rep. Bowles: Chairman Larson?

Rep. Larson: Morning. We have to be mindful of what we are going to implement. We need to know the numbers it will take to incentivize. Include what you think is the appropriate funding or incentives needed in your proposals.

Rep. Bowles: Thank you Chairman Larson. Hopefully we’ll make sure that fiscal and other considerations will be included in the proposals. I’d like to open it up now to the members. Are there any concerns or comments?
Sen. Cassano: I will make one comment. If this is not fully funded by the governor then this will be a waste. We can’t worry year-to-year, it has to be funded in order to be effective.
Filchak: If we could get clarification on funding for the regional incentive program? Its not in the budget.

Rep. Rojas: Yes, iut doesn’t appear in the budget yet. We’ll get clarification.

Rep Bowles: Thanks Representative Rojas. Okay, for the meetings Tuesday, OLR, OFA will join us.
III. 
The committee broke out into the three working groups: Transportation, Human Services and Back Office. Each group will report its recommendations back to the committee in the coming weeks. The groups met in Room 2D, the GAE conference room and the Transportation conference room.
IV. 
Next meeting of designated group leaders scheduled for Tuesday, April 30 at 10:00 AM in the Speakers Conference Room. The larger Sub-Committee is to meet Friday May 3, from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM in Room 1D in the Legislative Office Building.
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