
St
at

e 
R

ep
re

se
nt

at
iv

e 
D

ou
gl

as
 M

cC
ro

ry
Le

gi
sl

at
iv

e 
O

ffi
ce

 B
ui

ld
in

g,
 R

oo
m

 2
40

3
H

ar
tfo

rd
, C

T 
06

10
6-

15
91

D
ou

gl
as

.M
cC

ro
ry

@
cg

a.
ct

.g
ov

(8
60

) 2
40

-8
58

5 
or

 to
ll 

fr
ee

 (8
00

) 8
42

-8
26

7

PR
SR

T 
ST

D
U

.S
. P

O
ST

A
G

E
PA

ID
H

A
RT

FO
R

D
, C

T
Pe

rm
it 

N
o.

 3
93

7 

Dear Friends and Neighbors,

 I would like to thank you for placing your trust in 
me as I continue to represent our community at the state’s 
General Assembly.  It is a privilege to serve in this capacity, 
and I will serve you honorably.
 I am excited and determined to make a real difference 
as the legislature tackles many important issues such as 
education funding, tax changes and health care.  
 To best represent your interests and needs, I 
would like to hear from you.  This will also afford you the 
opportunity to play an active role in making the laws of 
Connecticut by contacting me to share your expertise or 
express your thoughts.
 Please feel free to contact me at the legislature either 
by phone at (860) 240-8585, by mail at the Legislative Office 
Building, Room 2403, Hartford, CT  06106, or by e-mail at 
Douglas.McCrory@cga.ct.gov.
 I look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

State Representative - 7th District

State Representative

Douglas McCrory
7th District

Hartford

Capitol Update
Fall 2007



State Representative Douglas McCrory
Legislative Office Building, Room 2403

Hartford, CT  06106
(860) 240-8585

Douglas.McCrory@cga.ct.gov

Here are a few bills I sponsored during Session 2007...
FAMILIES WITH SERVICE NEEDS 

Previously, when 16 or 17 year olds ran away there was 
little that parents could do to help them.  Sometimes 
children run away because there are problems at home, 
like abuse.  The goal of this new legislation is not to return 
these children to problem homes; it is to give parents 
more tools in helping their 16 and 17 year old children 
who are truant, or have run away “without just cause.”  

Courts will now admit families with these troubled youth 
into the Families With Service Needs program.  The 
program offers a much wider range of services to families 
with 16 and 17 year olds than were previously available.

PA 07-4

JAMES C. TILLMAN AND THE COMPENSATION 
OF PERSONS WRONGFULLY CONVICTED AND 

INCARCERATED

In 1989, James Tillman was convicted of a crime he did not 
commit.  Eighteen years later, he was exonerated when 
analysis of DNA evidence proved he was innocent.  This 
year, the General Assembly unanimously passed legislation 
to compensate Mr. Tillman a sum of 5 million dollars for 
his wrongful conviction and incarceration.

We have also directed the Advisory Commission on 
Wrongful Convictions to study the best methods for the 
state to compensate people who have been wrongfully 
convicted and incarcerated.  The Commission will research 
a process for requesting compensation. They will also look 
at whether compensation should be purely financial or 
should include such things as job training, mental health 
counseling, and health benefits.

Special Act 07-5 & Special Act 07-8

TRANSITIONARY RENTAL ASSISTANCE

The demand for rental assistance 
subsidies often exceeds availability, 
and thus leads to the establishment 
of a lottery to select families for 
participation. This legislation gives 

higher priority for a rental subsidy to families who have lost 
their cash assistance eligibility due to time limits instead of 
families who wish to leave the Temporary Family Assistance 
(TFA) voluntarily. By law, the transitionary rental assistance 
program provides up to 12 months of rental assistance for 
private housing to people leaving the (TFA) program who 
either have income that exceeds the TFA benefit ($543 per 
month for a family of three living in most parts of the state) 
or who work at least 12 hours per week.

PA 07-16

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

In a continuing effort to provide better protection to 
families from violence in the home, the 
General Assembly took steps to prevent 
weekend incidents of domestic violence. 
In an important step forward, police 
can now issue a weekend protective 
order so that the original incident does 
not escalate once an alleged abuser is 
released.  We also established a new 
crime for strangulation (class D felony) 
and established a mechanism by which a police officer can 
impose non-financial conditions on an arrestee for a family 
violence crime prior to release.  If a police officer is unable 
to find a bail commissioner to set conditions of release, then 
that police officer may set the conditions.  

The bill gives the court an expanded list of reasons to issue 
a criminal restraining order against someone convicted of 
a crime against a family member.  Conditions may include 
requiring an arrestee to: (1) avoid all contact with the alleged 
victim, (2) comply with restrictions on travel, (3) refrain 
from using weapons, and/or (4) refrain from consuming 
any intoxicants or controlled substances. 
  
Statements to Police  This legislation prohibits the use of 
any statement made during the bail interview as evidence 
in any case related to the incident that led to the arrest.

Stun Guns This legislation also classifies stun guns as 
electronic defense weapons which makes it illegal for 
anyone other than a police office to carry them on their 
person or in their vehicles.

PA 07-123


