
Ca
pi

to
l P

ho
ne

86
0.

24
0.

85
00

S
ta

te
 R

e
p

re
se

n
ta

ti
ve

  
| 

 A
ss

is
ta

n
t 

M
a

jo
ri

ty
 W

h
ip

 

D
o

u
g

la
s 

M
c

C
ro

ry
  

Pr
ou

dl
y 

Se
rv

in
g 

Ha
rtf

or
d 

 | 
 7

th
 D

is
tri

ct

Le
g

is
la

tiv
e 

O
ffi

ce
 B

ui
ld

in
g

R
o

o
m

 4
05

3 
H

ar
tf

o
rd

, C
T

 0
61

06
-1

59
1

w
w

w
.h

ou
se

de
m

s.
ct

.g
ov

/M
cC

ro
ry

w
w

w
.h

o
u

se
d

e
m

s.
c

t.
g

o
v/

M
c

C
ro

ry
h

o
us

e 
d

em
o

cr
at

s 
of

 c
o

n
n

ec
ti

cu
t c

a
p

it
o

l
r

e
p

o
r

t 
20

11

State Representative Douglas McCrory reviewing legislation during the 2011 legislative session
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Helping Domestic Violence Victims
Domestic violence laws have been strengthened making it easier for victims 
to get a restraining order, giving law enforcement more tools to protect our 
community and improving access for victims to support services.

Expanding DNA Collection
DNA samples will now be collected from convicted felons after a subsequent 
arrest.  Since felons are more likely to have committed other crimes, DNA can 
solve crimes with matches against a national database.

Marijuana Decriminalization
Possession of less than a half ounce of marijuana will now be a $150 fine for a 
first offense instead of a criminal conviction.  This will allow courts and police 
to focus resources on violent crimes.
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Rep. McCrory participates in a panel discussion with the Boys & Girls Clubs of Connecticut.
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Helping Small Businesses
Small business is the backbone of any viable community.  We gave small and minority 
owned businesses a better chance at securing contracts that otherwise may not be 
within their reach.  The new law requires the Metropolitan District Commission 
(MDC) to set aside 25 percent of all contracts or portions of contracts for bidding 
by small contractors and minority business enterprises.

In addition, a study was funded to gather data concerning the state’s minority 
contractor set-aside program to determine whether intended goals of the program 
are being achieved.

Paid Sick Leave
The law requires employers with 50 or more people in Connecticut to provide 
service workers with paid sick leave at a rate of one hour per 40 hours worked. It 
applies to service workers who are paid by the hour and work in an occupation with 
one of the 68 Standard Occupational Classification System titles named in the law, 
such as retail clerks, home health aides, cooks, food servers, and janitors.

Credit Reports for Jobs
We prohibited employers from requiring an employee or prospective employee 
to consent to a credit inquiry as a condition of employment. The bill allows 
employees to file a complaint about a violation of the bill’s provisions with the 
labor commissioner.

Helping Seniors with Grocery Bills
The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (the Food Stamp Program) has 
grown, making it easier for seniors to qualify and better afford their groceries.  A 
household of two can earn up to $2,248 monthly and still qualify for assistance.  
More information is available at: (860) 723-1000 or (800) 742-6906.

Grandparents Rights
There will be a study aimed at enhancing grandparents’ ability to seek visitation 
rights.  A task force will report its recommendations to the legislature by 

February 1, 2012.

Real Tenant Representation
Public housing tenants deserve the right to elect their tenant commissioner and be 
actively involved in making their communities better places to live.  If they choose 
to, tenants:

 » May petition in order to conduct an election to select the tenant commissioner

 » Can create a jurisdiction-wide resident council to select the commissioner by 
means provided for in council laws.

Owners Combat Blight
Assisting building owners with low-interest loans to renovate and repair apartment 
buildings in distressed municipalities and comply with the State Building Code, 
or other state or municipal health codes, is a proven method to combat blight.  
Owner-occupied buildings with between two and four residential units, including 
the unit the owner occupies, would be eligible for loan consideration.

Closing the Academic Achievement Gap
It has been a priority of the General Assembly to close the achievement gap so 
that children of all income classes have opportunities for academic excellence. To 
that end, we passed legislation that:

 » Permits school boards with low-achieving schools to increase the number of 
school sessions each year and the number of school hours each day. 

 » Provides for a summer reading program for kindergarten students, reading 
assessments of young students, and individual reading plans to improve literacy. 

 » Creates a task force to develop a plan to help close the achievement gaps 
between racial, ethnic and socioeconomic groups and genders.

 » Allows a best practices literacy pilot study, and the distribution of model 
curricula and frameworks in reading and mathematics for grades pre-
kindergarten to four. 

 » Provides professional development for teachers and develops strategies for 
students in danger of failing, and culturally-relevant teaching methods for 
students whose primary language is not English.

Expanding Educational Opportunities
Now students who have been expelled from school may participate in adult 
education programs without being required to officially withdraw from school.


