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State Representative

Dear Friends and Neighbors,

Thank you for your support. It is has been an honor to represent you in the 
General Assembly for another term. There have been many intensely debated 
issues this legislative session and it has been a privilege to represent the people of 
Hartford in each of those discussions.

We have continued to make important investments in Connecticut’s Small Business 
Express Program, which has succeeded in helping to grow small businesses in our 
state. The property tax burden has also remained a primary concern for many 
small businesses, and thankfully we worked to increase municipal aid in order to 
ease property taxes. 

We have also made historic investments in our transportation system and 
increased Education Cost Sharing (ECS) funding for many cities and towns. These 
investments are critical to growing our economy as businesses will not come to 
Connecticut if their employees cannot get to work in a safe and timely manner and 
if we do not have an educated workforce ready to fill 21st century jobs. 

I hope you find this information to be of use and please do not hesitate to call my 
office if you have any questions. 

Sincerely,

 
Douglas McCrory
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Studies have shown that families moving from high-poverty areas to 
ones with more opportunities have a better chance at succeeding. It 
can often be difficult for families residing in low-income neighborhoods 
to move to a better community. As of October 1st, the Department 
of Housing (DOH) will be required to create a residence mobility 
counseling program to assist those who receive housing subsidies 
with the relocation process. Participants will be provided with the 
information necessary for them to have a smooth transition into an 
area with better job and education options and a better environment 
overall. 

Helping Residents of Subsidized Housing 
Move to Better Neighborhoods

Patient-Designated Caregivers
Some patients end up returning to the hospital soon after discharge 
because they had not been instructed properly on their follow-up 
care or were unable to follow instructions. A new law called the 
CARE (Caregiver Advise, Record, Enable) Act, requires the hospital 
to document a caregiver (who has been chosen by the patient) in 
the patient’s discharge plan. The hospital must attempt to notify the 
caregiver of the patient’s discharge, and to instruct the caregiver on 
any post-discharge tasks with which the patient will need assistance.
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Extending the Foreclosure 
Mediation Program
The Foreclosure Mediation Program has provided vital services to 
consumers facing foreclosure, helping many families avoid foreclosure. 
This year we extended the sunset date of the Foreclosure Mediation 
program to July 2019, ensuring that this essential program can continue 
to function and serve more Connecticut residents.

Rep. McCrory with Capitol Prep Students 
at the Legislative Office Building.
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For years, Connecticut’s drug policies have swelled our prisons with nonviolent drug 
offenders who struggle to reintegrate into society upon release. “A Second Chance Society” 
will reverse these policies largely by reducing jail time for such offenders. Penalties for 
possession of small amounts of illegal drugs will be reduced from a felony to a Class A 
misdemeanor; a drug-dependent offender may complete a substance abuse treatment 
program on a second offense; 1,500 feet drug-free school zones are maintained, but instead 
of an offender receiving a mandatory 2-year minimum sentence for possession the penalty 
will now require a sentence that includes prison and probation. During probation, the 
offender must perform community service. We also ensured victims are notified of a parole 
hearing and have access to the inmate’s complete file prior to the hearing. The expedited 
pardon review process for nonviolent crimes will also be streamlined; now offenders must 
receive a “pardon eligibility notice.” These provisions will give ex-offenders a better chance 
to get back into the workforce.

A Second Chance Society 

Rep. McCrory with Governor Malloy (center) along 
with Reps Morris, Arce, Vargas and Sen. Coleman 

at the Second Chance Society Bill Signing.

Rep. McCrory visiting with MLK Students 
“Education is for improving the lives of others and 
for leaving your community and world better than 

you found it.” ~Marian Wright Edelman.

This year we took a look at the critical issue of restoring trust between law enforcement and minority 
communities. Among some of the most important provisions of the new law: Police will now receive 
training in 1) the proper use of physical force; 2) using and retaining the records of body-worn 
recording equipment (body cameras); and 3) cultural competency, sensitivity, and bias-free policing. 
By January 1, 2016, law enforcement units will be required to implement guidelines to recruit, retain, 
and promote more minority police officers. Other key components of the bill include assigning 
an independent prosecutor to investigate allegations that an officer’s physical force resulted in the 
death of a person; requiring law enforcement units to document incidents in which a police officer 
discharges a firearm or uses physical force that likely caused serious physical injury or death; and 
providing more grant money for municipal police departments to purchase body cameras. Finally, we 
have strengthened protections for onlookers recording an officer performing his or her duties.

Restoring Trust Between Law Enforcement  
and Minority Communities

This year the state legislature took an historic step in protecting Connecticut residents, particularly the elderly, from electricity providers who 
offered a very low introductory variable rate to electricity customers, only to increase those rates rapidly upon the completion of the initial 
contract. Starting in October, retail electric suppliers can no longer enter into variable rate contracts with customers or automatically renew those 
contracts. Electric providers must also conform with existing laws that require proper notification to go out to their customers which have contracts 
expiring.

Variable Electric Rates

City of Hartford  
Fiscal Year 2017 Aid from the State

Education Cost Sharing

Priority School Districts

PILOT: State Owned Property

PILOT: Colleges & Hospitals

Pequot/Mohegan Revenue Sharing

School Transportation

Local Capital Improvement Program

Town Aid Roads

Adult Education

Total State Funds to Hartford 

$201,777,130.00

$6,500,545.00

$14,816,241.00

$25,279,198.00

$6,652,860.00

$1,527,437.00

$1,976,067.00

$1,202,455.00

$2,096,713.00

$261,828,646.00

Hartford’s mill rate is 74.29, which is the highest in the state. This 
year, we passed a bill that caps the car tax mill rate statewide at 
32 mills for 2016 and 29.36 mills for 2017 - cutting your bill in half 
and saving you hundreds of dollars per year. No one’s car tax will 
surpass these rates under this plan.

In addition, increased state aid for every city and town will allow 
municipalities to lower their mill rates. Effective July 2016, certain 
residential properties owned by larger non-profit hospitals or 
private colleges will be subject to a town’s tax roll which will help 
pay for services they use such as police, fire and public works 
departments. This lessens the property tax burden currently borne 
solely by families and small businesses in our communities.

Cities and towns with a larger number of tax-exempt properties 
(e.g. state property, churches, colleges and hospitals) will receive 
additional aid for further property tax relief as well. Military 
veterans’ retirement pay will now be 100% exempt from the state 
income tax.

Tax Relief
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Helping Small Businesses
This year we allocated more funds for the highly successful Small Business Express Program. We are also requiring the Department of Economic 
and Community Development to dedicate funds to develop a program for construction projects for minority business enterprises. These moves will 
create jobs and better economic opportunities for Connecticut families.
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