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Dear Friends and Neighbors,

Thank you for allowing me the privilege to serve as your State 
Representative. I’d like to share with you some of the highlights of the 
past year.  I would also like to thank those of you who have reached out 
to me to express your opinions on legislation. Your views and insights 
really do matter.

This past year proved to be difficult as we faced balancing the state 
budget as the economy continues to recover slowly. We were able 
to do this with great success. We added no new taxes, avoided cuts 
to municipalities, made increased investments in education and 
maintained the safety net for our most vulnerable residents. I am 
particularly proud that we removed an “Energy Auction” proposal from 
the budget that could have increased energy prices for seniors.

Please feel free to contact me for any assistance you need or concerns 
you may have. It is my pleasure to serve you and I am always here for 
you.

Sincerely,
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ERLOOKING OUT FOR OUR COMMUNITY 

Increasing the Minimum Wage — We are raising the minimum wage $0.45 
on January 1, 2014 to $8.70 and by another $0.30 on January 1, 2015 to 
$9.00. In Connecticut today, a full-time minimum wage worker earns just 
$17,160 a year more than $2,000 below the federal poverty level for a 
family with two kids. (PA 13-117)

Helping Homeowners — We strengthened and streamlined the foreclosure 
mediation process to help families stay in their homes and avoid costly 
litigation while they try to work out an agreement with their lender.  
(PA 13-136)

Increasing Small Business Viability — Loans and matching grants are now 
available through the Small Business Express Program to businesses with 
100 or fewer employees. The program has already helped many small 
businesses in the state to hire more employees and expand. (PA 13-2)

Safer Roads — We took a number of steps to make Connecticut roads 
safer for all of us including stiffer penalties and fines for drivers who:

•  Do not stop for school crossing guards (PA 13-22)

•  Violate work zone laws (PA 13-92)

•  Use hand-held cell phones or other electronic devices (PA 13-271)

•  Fail to remove ice or snow from their motor vehicles (PA 13-102)

Pat presides over  the House of Representatives for the first time 
 in her new role as Deputy Speaker.
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Strengthening Storm Response 
Stamping Out Price Gouging — In the aftermath of recent severe storms, 
certain unethical businesses took advantage of consumers by price gouging 
for storm-recovery services and lodging. A new law makes it a crime to 
sell goods or services for excessive prices during weather emergencies.  
(PA 13-175)

Tree Wardens – With severe storms increasing in Connecticut, ensuring 
that arborists and tree wardens have appropriate training is essential for 
everyone’s safety. Arborist businesses must now be licensed and coursework 
requirements have been established for municipal tree wardens (PA 13-203)

Improved Insurance Regulations – We have taken several steps to assist 
homeowners with problems reported after our recent historic storms including:

• Establishing a dispute mediation program at the Insurance Department 
to help policyholders resolve claims with their insurance companies 
following a catastrophic event (PA 13-148)

• Prohibiting insurers from declining, cancelling or failing to renew a  policy 
solely because of damage due to a catastrophic event such as a hurricane 
(PA 13-138)

• Requiring that insurance policies cover repairs that match the undamaged 
areas of a house in color, size, quality and type of material  (PA 13-138)

If you need help or have questions, 
please contact me:

state representative | Deputy Speaker

Pat Billie Miller
Pat receiving the Connecticut Community Development Association  

Legislator of the Year Award. 

Find These Bills Online At: www.cga.ct.gov

Capitol Phone: 800.842.8267
District Phone: 203.325.3315

Email: Patricia.Miller@cga.ct.gov

Honoring Our Veterans
Veterans, along with their families, have sacrificed so much so we can enjoy our 
freedom and a democratic way of life. We appreciate and honor their service 
and made veterans’ issues a top priority this year by:

• Allowing school boards to award high school diplomas to Vietnam  
Era veterans who left school for military service before graduating  
(PA 13-57)

• Requiring towns to appoint a veteran’s service contact to 
guide veterans to appropriate local, state or federal resources  
(PA 13-34)

• Extending employment protections, currently afforded to reservists 
and National Guard members, to all members of the state’s armed 
forces who take time off from their employment for military duty  
(PA 13-49)

• Expanding who is eligible for the Military Relief Fund, which helps pay 
for certain household expenses due to military service (PA 13-107)

• Giving the state’s armed forces and retirees performing state military 
duty  the same workers’ compensation protections as state employees 
(PA 13-25)

Supporting Our Seniors
Synchronizing Prescription Refills — Insurance providers are now required 
to allow for refills of multiple prescription medications at the same time for 
seniors (PA 13-131)

Honoring the Greatest Generation — School boards may now award diplomas 
to those who withdrew from high school to work in a job that assisted the war 
effort in World War II. (PA 13-122)

Keeping Seniors Safe in their Homes — Beginning January 1st homemaker 
companion agencies must notify a client in writing that a background check 
was performed before a companion is sent to a home. Billing for higher skilled 
services than needed will also be prohibited. (PA 13-88)

Putting Our Children First 
Safer Schools — Parents need peace of mind knowing that their children 
are safe in their schools. Making sure that our children are safe at school 
was a priority this year and I worked to:

• Make Pools Safer — Public school swimming pools will now have 
a qualified swimming coach or lifeguard present, in addition to the 
individual who is instructing the students. (PA 13-161)

• Strengthen School Security — With so many schools now employing 
armed officers or security guards, we now require that all armed 
school staff be retired police officers or state troopers if they are 
not currently law enforcement officers. (PA 13-188)

Tackling Childhood Obesity — Childhood obesity is a growing concern One 
third of Connecticut children in kindergarten and third grade are overweight 
or obese. Schools are now required to provide elementary school students 
with at least 20 minutes of physical exercise each school day. (PA 13-173)

Expanding Children’s Therapy Options — Recent research has proven that 
animal assisted therapy produces positive effects in children during difficult 
times. This year we established a state animal-assisted therapy response 
team to  help children who suffer a traumatic loss. (PA 13-144)

Expanding Child Care — The Care 4 Kids program helps low-to moderate-
income families pay for child care costs. We expanded the program so 
that parents who take unpaid maternity leave from work will continue to 
receive essential child care benefits for up to six weeks and not lose their 
spot in a child care program. (PA 13-50)

Let’s Keep In Touch
Sign Up For Email Updates:
housedems.ct.gov/Miller

Find us on Facebook
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