
Dear Friends and 
Neighbors,

It is with great plea-
sure that I give you this 
update on what your 
state legislature did 
for you during Session 
2007.

Please know that I 
will continue to work 
toward the improvement 
of our education, health-
care and justice systems.  
These are important 
issues that need to be 
addressed, corrected, 
carefully planned and 
implemented in order to 
improve the lives of our 
children and the security 
of our future.

I thank you for elect-
ing me and will continue 
to honorably represent 
Norwalk with the best of 
my abilities.

If you should have 
any questions or con-
cerns, please feel free to 
contact me.  I look for-
ward to your opinion as 
it helps me better serve 
you.

State money secured for Norwalk

Pilot: State Owned Property: ...........................$251,471
Pilot: Colleges & Hospitals: ..........................$1,075,626
Mashantucket Pequot & Mohegan Fund: ..$1,360,028
Town Aid Road: ................................................$441,327
Local Capital Improvement Program: ...........$628,640
Public School Transportation: .........................$448,019
Non-Public School Transportation: ..................$47,314
Adult Education: .................................................$86,375
Education Cost Sharing: ...............................$9,674,295

Total Money for Norwalk:  $ 14,013,095
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State Representative
Bruce V. Morris

Proudly Serving 
The City of Norwalk

Connecticut’s 140th District

Representative Bruce V. Morris
Legislative Office Building, Room 4054
Hartford, CT  06106-1591

E-mail: Bruce.Morris@cga.ct.gov
At the Capitol:  1-800-842-8267

Capitol Update
Session 2007

Overview of the 2008 Budget



Protecting Patients’ rights

What procedures are medically necessary for Connecticut patients is 
now the sole decision of their physicians, not insurance companies, 
thanks to an action by the General Assembly.   If questions arise 
and the insurance companies’ internal appeal process is exhausted, 
the bill extends the timeframes for an external appeal with the state 
insurance commissioner.

JUVeniLe coUrt 
JUrisDiction

When it comes to criminal matters, 
Connecticut is one of only 3 states that 
treats its 16 and 17 year olds as adults.  There is a growing consensus 
among Connecticut lawmakers, both Republicans and Democrats, 
and among specialists who study the brains of young adults, that 
16 and 17 year olds are in fact not adults.  This session the General 
Assembly has enacted legislation that will refer 16 and 17 year 
olds to the juvenile justice system instead of to the adult criminal 
justice system.  However, 16 and 17 year olds who commit the most 
serious of crimes will continue to be referred to the adult system.

In deciding that most 16 and 17 year old offenders should be 
referred to the juvenile system, the state recognizes that 16 and 17 
year olds do not always appreciate their actions the way that adults 
do.  In the juvenile system, the focus is on rehabilitation instead 
of punishment.  Bringing 16 and 17 year olds into the juvenile 
justice system is the right thing to do for the children in the state of 
Connecticut and will pay dividends for the state in the long term. 

rePorting oF Lost or stoLen FirearMs 
anD iLLegaL FirearMs traFFicKing

We made firearm trafficking a crime.  
It is now a class B or C felony 
depending on the number of firearms 
involved. A person commits this 
crime if he or she intentionally gives 
a person who cannot legally possess 
firearms access to his or her firearms. 
Anyone whose firearm (except an 
antique firearm) is lost or stolen is 
required to file a police report within 

72 hours after he or she discovered or should have discovered the 
theft or loss; failure to do so will result in penalties ranging from an 
infraction to a class C felony.

A class B felony is punishable by up to 20 years imprisonment, a 
fine of up to $15,000, or both; a class C felony is punishable by up 
to 10 years imprisonment, a fine of up to $10,000, or both. 

A first-time failure to report within the deadline is an infraction, 
punishable by a fine of up to $90. The bill specifies that a first-time 
violator does not lose the right to possess or obtain firearms under 
law. 

The provisions do not apply to shotguns, 
rifles or antique firearms.

senior DriVing insUrance DiscoUnt

As of October 1, drivers ages 60 and up will be eligible for an 
automobile insurance policy premium discount after successfully 
completing a Department of Motor Vehicles approved accident 
prevention course.  Current law covers drivers ages 62 and up. 
This is a great opportunity to stay safe and save money.  For more 
information contact AAA at (800) 842-4320 or AARP at (888) 808-
5254, the currently approved providers of this 
course.  

connecticUt hoMe care 
oPtion PrograM

To enable more seniors to live at home and 
delay the need for costly nursing home 
care, we have created the Connecticut 
Home Care Option Program.  This program 
allows participants to make deposits into 
a Home Care Trust Fund account.  Interest 
earned on fund accounts will be exempt 
from state income tax. The participant or a 

designated beneficiary can later withdraw funds to pay for qualified 
home care expenses.  Any unspent account funds will become part 
of a beneficiary’s estate when he or she dies.

Additionally, to help encourage home care options, seniors can now 
hire their own personal care assistance attendants directly instead 
of going through a home health care agency.  

reFUnDs oF PrePaiD 
PreMiUMs

If a Connecticut senior citizen cancels a 
Medicare Supplement Policy prior to its 
expiration date, they will receive a refund on 
any prepaid premiums thanks to legislation 
adopted by the General Assembly.

exPanDing aFterschooL PrograMs

A top priority in strengthening the state’s commitment to students 
is the continued expansion of 
quality afterschool programs.  Over 
the next two years, the afterschool 
competitive grant program will 
be infused with over $2 million 
in new funds each year so more 
students will have the opportunity 
to participate in quality programs.  
In addition, the new monies will 
be used for better measurement 
of quality programs, improved 

accountability, professional development and accreditation support.  
To provide greater continuity in local programs, parent involvement 
must now be a component to qualify for this two year grant.

neW schooL sUsPension rULes         

Beginning July 1, 2008, the maximum time for in-school suspensions 
will be extended from five to ten days.  Suspensions will now be 
required to be in-school suspensions unless the school administration 
determines, at the required informal suspension hearing, that the 
student poses a danger to persons or property or the student is so 
disruptive of the educational process that he or she must serve the 
suspension outside of school.

Students will be allowed to be placed in in-school suspension up to 
15 times or a total of 50 days in one school year, whichever results in 
fewer days.  Students can be suspended out-of-school only 10 times 
or 50 days in one school year, whichever results in fewer days. 

FaMiLies With serVice neeDs 

Previously, when 16 or 17 year olds ran away there was little that 
parents could do to help them.  Sometimes children run away 
because there are problems at home, like abuse.  The goal of this 
new legislation is not to return 
these children to problem homes; 
it is to give parents more tools in 
helping their 16 and 17 year old 
children who are truant, or have 
run away “without just cause.”  

Courts will now admit families 
with these troubled youth into the 
Families With Service Needs program.  The program offers a much 
wider range of services to families with 16 and 17 year olds than 
were previously available.


