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To my friends and neighbors:

With the extreme sadness of the Newtown tragedy weighing on everyone, 
the 2013 legislative session was one of the most trying but also rewarding 
sessions I’ve ever experienced.

In the spirit of bipartisanship, we passed the strongest gun violence 
prevention bill in the country along with several other landmark bills that 
will protect our children and address critical mental health issues while 
respecting the rights of law-abiding gun owners.  

This year I fought for and attained a $211,000 state grant for Save All 
Vessels Equally (SAVE), a Norwalk community-based youth intervention 
organization, in an effort to reduce the number of young people entering the 
juvenile justice system. The program will support violence prevention and 
help teach conflict resolution skills that are essential for youths struggling 
to find solutions to every-day societal problems. Violence prevention is a 
lesson worth learning at any age.

My Democratic colleagues and I also delivered on one of our top priorities: 
Passing a balanced budget that does not raise taxes and helps municipalities 
hold the line on property taxes while protecting investments in education, 
job growth and consumer protection. 

I hope this report is informative, and I’m happy to answer any questions 
you have about issues facing our state or your family. Together we can 
create a better future for our families.

CONTACT BRUCE V. MORRIS 
Legislative Office Building

Room 5004
Hartford, CT 06106-1591
Capitol: 1.800.842.8267

Bruce.Morris@cga.ct.gov 
www.housedems.ct.gov/Morris

2013 Report from the  
State Capitol

PROTECTING OUR 
CHILDREN, HELPING 

OUR FAMILIES
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The Care 4 Kids Program
In our current economic climate, parents working full-time are common, 
requiring them to put their children in day care. The Care 4 Kids program 
helps low- to moderate-income families in Connecticut pay for child care 
costs. This session we passed a law that expands the Care 4 Kids program 
to include those parents who are on maternity leave. This law requires the 
Department of Social Services to grant up to six weeks of continued eligibility 
for Care 4 Kids funding to mothers on maternity leave who take unpaid leave 
from their jobs. This would secure their child’s spot in the program, even 
when the parent is unable to work. 

Price Gouging 
When catastrophic weather events affect our state it is important that the 
people most in need have access to the goods and services necessary to 
restore normality. This bill extends the ban on excessive price increases to 
goods and services sold during any severe weather emergency, as declared 
by the governor. During one of these events no one can sell or offer to sell a 
good or service for an “unconscionably excessive price.” A violation of this act 
is an unfair trade practice and can result in civil or criminal penalties.

Homeowner Protection 
The ability to own a home is part of the American dream, but financial 
hardship can threaten that dream for families, sending them to the brink of 
foreclosure. We worked hard this past session to protect homeowners and 
facilitate a fair and speedy foreclosure mediation process by passing An Act 
Concerning Homeowner Protection Rights. A more streamlined process will 
help both the banks and the homeowners come to a solution that will keep 
homeowners from going into foreclosure, while fulfilling their obligation to 
the bank or lender. This bill extends the foreclosure mediation program two 
years. 
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Livable Communities
This Livable Communities initiative demonstrates the state’s commitment to 
giving seniors a choice in their long term care and support services. This leg-
islation requires the Commission on Aging to establish and facilitate partner-
ships with municipal leaders, planning and zoning boards and social service 
organizations to encourage collaborative efforts for long term care planning. 
By January 1, 2014, state resources will be available that facilitate aging-in-
place and the creation of livable communities, and the commission will be 
required to establish a website that acts as a single portal for disseminating 
information on nationwide initiatives.

State-Funded Child Care 
This legislation ensures that child care facilities that received loans from the 
state of Connecticut for construction costs continue to receive state financial 
assistance, including funds for the School Readiness program, for the life 
of the loan. Ending this aid while the loan is still outstanding could result in 
the child care organization defaulting on the loan and a loss of money to the 
state.
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 Norwalk
Grants FY 14

PILOT: Colleges and Hospitals $1,467,467

PILOT: State Owned                                                     $333,705

Town Aid Roads $877,430

Pequot/Mohegan Grant $851,810

Adult Education $65,067

Public School Transportation $69,624

Education Cost Sharing $10,999,197

Municipal Revenue Sharing Account $378,941

DECD Tax Abatement $13,243

Non-Public School Transportation      $14,199 

Priority School Districts $4,278,896

Local Capital Improvement Program $628,837

Total State Aid   $19,978,416 


