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Dear Neighbor, 

There were many issues this year that demanded our attention, but two in 
particular stood out as most deserving: our children and those who have dedicated 
their lives to protect our country – the military veterans. 

Students who lose their way and have to be disciplined is an unescapable fact of 
life in growing up and becoming productive adults in the community. So, how do 
we address that? This year, my colleagues and I decided that we have to place more 
emphasis on prevention instead of punishment especially in the early years.

For our veterans, we cut state income taxes and we took steps to develop veteran 
programs specific to the needs of women. 

As your legislator, I want to assure you that I will continue to work hard to improve 
the quality of life for everyone in Norwich. I hope you find this information to be of 
use, and please know that I will represent Norwich to the best of my ability.

Sincerely, 

IMPORTANT TELEPHONE NUMBERS
2-1-1

855-626-6632
860-297-5962
800-842-2649
866-928-8387
866-466-4446
800-633-4227
800-262-4414
800-203-3447
888-247-4401
800-453-3320



STRENGTHENING PROTECTIONS FOR VICTIMS OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING
We passed a new initiative which says that a minor engaged in the sex trade is presumed to be a victim of trafficking 
rather than a prostitute. This protection now means that rather than enter into the criminal justice system, an 
underage sex worker will be connected with appropriate services for victims of sexual violence.

IMPROVEMENTS MADE TO THE JUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEM
We continue our efforts to treat juveniles in the criminal justice system appropriately given their lack of maturity and 
brain development. We raised the age when juveniles are automatically transferred to adult court from age 14 to age 
15. We also excluded certain B felony offenses from automatic transfer to adult court. They instead require a hearing 
and a finding by a judge that a transfer to adult court is appropriate, as is required for less serious felonies under 
current law. 

CONCUSSION INFORMATION  
FOR YOUTH ATHLETES
In order to improve and promote safety for young athletes, a new law 
was passed which makes written or electronic information on concussions 
available to every child athlete, as well as his or her legal guardian. Such 
information must be presented to the athletes and their families yearly. 
By providing information on concussions, the symptoms will be more 
identifiable, and sports safety will consequently improve.

TAX EXEMPTION FOR MILITARY RETIREMENT PAY
This year, we cut taxes for Veterans effective for tax years beginning on or after Jan. 1, 2015 - giving a 100% CT state 
income tax exemption for military retirement pay. The exemption applies to federal retirement pay for all retired 
members of the U.S. Armed Forces, Coast Guard, and CT Army and Air National Guard. 

THE CONNECTICUT  
WOMEN VETERANS’ PROGRAM
Longstanding programs for veterans were developed without the 
unique needs of women veterans in mind, and this bill acknowledges 
the need for information and services tailored for female vets. This bill 
was passed unanimously.

BIRTH-TO-THREE PROGRAM
It’s important to protect our most vulnerable residents, which is why we worked to improve the Birth-to-Three 
Program, which provides critical early intervention services to families with infants and toddlers who have 
developmental disabilities or delays. If a child receiving services from the Birth to-Three Program exhibits delayed 
speech, language or hearing development, parents and guardians will be notified of the availability of hearing tests  
for their child.
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