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Dear Neighbor,

From jobs to education to improved response to natural disasters, the legislature
helped citizens across our state in many ways in 2012.

This session, we balanced a budget by keeping our funding promise to cities and
towns without raising taxes. Historic changes were made to our educational system
so our children can succeed. We made it easier for people to exercise voting rights,
and demanded that utility companies respond better when storms and crises

hit. We repealed a death penalty law that wasn’t working, and further protected
victims of domestic violence.
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Along the way, we gave new hope to those suffering from debilitating illnesses by
legalizing medical marijuana and helped children with special needs by improving
Individualized Education Plans and creating a study on workforce development,
training and employment of young adults with autism spectrum disorders and
other developmental disabilities.
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| hope this report is informative. I'm happy to answer any questions about these
issues or any others facing our state or your family. Together we can create a better
future for our families.

Sincerely,
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Si usted o alguien de su familia desea una copia de esta informacién en
espanol, puede contactar mi oficina o visitar mi pagina oficial
www.housedems.ct.gov/Sanchez
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Jobs are Priority #1

e We created new job opportunities for young people by funding the Youth

Employment Summer Jobs program. We also supported adult evening
education programs, as well as the Small Business Express program and a
Connecticut Made initiative to promote products from local businesses.

e We recognize the challenges facing cities and towns and secured funding
for municipalities, relieving pressure on local property taxes.

Empleos

e Creamos nuevas oportunidades de empleo para jévenes, disponiendo
fondos para el programa de empleos para verano. También apoyamos
programas de educacion nocturna para adultos, al igual que el
programa expreso para pequefios negocios y la iniciativa ‘hecho en
Connecticut” para promover productos de negocios locales.

e Reconociendo los retos que enfrentan las ciudades y pueblos,
aseguramos fondos para las municipalidades que alivian la presion en
impuestos locales.
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Senior Focus

GRANDPARENTS’ RIGHTS - As we all know, family relationships are complicated
and emotional, and grandparents can sometimes be separated from their
grandchildren’s lives particularly when divorce, death or disagreements occur. This
law protects the rights of grandparents seeking child visitation through the courts.

HOSPICE CARE - With just two licensed hospices in the state, this new law will
permit hospices to follow federal standards, giving smaller hospice facilities the
opportunity to provide high quality services that allow patients to stay closer to
family and friends.

PRESERVING MEDICARE ELIGIBILITY - This legislation ensures that thousands

of seniors and people with disabilities can continue to use the Medicare Savings
Program (MSP) to help pay for their Medicare co-pays and deductibles. It raises the
income limit for MSP to accommodate a 3.6 percent Social Security cost of living
increase (COLA) which took effect January 1. It would have been a tragic irony if

a welcome increase in Social Security benefits caused Connecticut residents to
become ineligible for these Medicare benefits.

Enfoque en Envejecientes

DERECHOS DE ABUELOS — Como sabemos, las relaciones familiares pueden ser
complicadas y emocionales, y en ocasiones los abuelos pueden ser separados de
la vida de sus nietos cuando hay desacuerdos, después de un divorcio o muerte.
Esta ley protege los derechos de los abuelos que buscan visitacion a través de la
corte.

CUIDADO DE HOSPICIO — Con solo dos centros de hospicio autorizados en el
estado, esta nueva ley consentird que centros ejerzan las pautas federales,
dando a los hospicios mas pequeiios la oportunidad de proveer servicios de
alta calidad que permitira a los pacientes mantenerse cerca de sus familiares y
amigos.

PRESERVANDO EL MEDICARE — Esta ley garantiza que miles de envejecientes y
personas con impedimentos continden utilizando el programa de ahorros de
Medicare (MSP) para ayudar a pagar sus deducibles y co-pagos. Aumenta el
limite de ingresos de MSP para acomodar un aumento de 3.6 % de costo de vida
(COLA) al beneficio de Seguro Social que entro en vigencia el primero de enero.
Hubiera sido una ironia tragica si un aumento como este, le hubiera costado a
los residentes del estado la elegibilidad a este beneficio del Medicare.

Education Reform

Our education initiative will provide new support to help turn around
underperforming schools. The education reform package has long-term
implications for our children and for the state’s economic well-being. The better
we prepare children for the 21 Century workforce, the stronger we’ll make
Connecticut’s economy. The bill:

e Includes more funding for school-based health centers and family resource

centers.

e Recognizes the critical importance of early childhood education by
underwriting 1,000 school readiness slots for preschoolers and funding
initiatives to improve early reading success.

e Creates the Commissioner’s Network, to provide the intensive supports
and interventions needed to turn around 25 of the most chronically low-
performing schools.

e Gives the state commissioner of education the needed authority to
develop or modify plans with teachers and parents at “turnaround”
schools.

Reforma de Educacion

Nuestra iniciativa de educacidn proveera nuevo sostén para ayudar a cambiar
las escuelas que estan por debajo de su potencial. Este convenio de reforma
de educacion tiene implicaciones a largo plazo para nuestros nifios y para el
bienestar econémico del estado. Mientras mejor preparados estén nuestros
hijos para la fuerza laboral del siglo 21, mas fuerte serd la economia de
Connecticut. La ley:

e Incluye mas fondos para centros de salud en las escuelas y centros de
recursos de familia

e Reconoce la importancia critica de la educacion temprana asegurando
1,000 espacios pre-escolares y proveyendo fondos para iniciativas que
mejoran el éxito temprano de alfabetismo

e Crea un enlace con el comisionado de educacidn, que provee el apoyo
intenso y las intervenciones necesarias para mejorar 25 de las peores
escuelas en el estado

e Otorga al comisionado de educacién del estado la autoridad necesaria
para desarrollar o modificar planes con maestros y padres en las
escuelas sefialadas por debajo de su nivel de aprovechamiento
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