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OTHER IMPORTANT LEGISLATION:

SUPPORTING BARBERS AND HAIRDRESSERS: Individuals will now be able
to acquire a barber, hairdresser or cosmetician license without having
to submit to a state or national criminal background check, and the
Department of Public Health is now prohibited from denying a license
to an individual with a felony. Individuals will now have a second
chance to obtain a job without having to be penalized for their past.
(PA 17-112)

RENTERS REBATE: An unfortunate change that came with the state
budget was transferring the administration of the Renters’ Rebate
program to the towns, which had resulted in a delay of renter’s rebate
checks going out this year to the many seniors and those eligible who
rely upon it. The good news is that after we spoke to our legislative
leadership we were able to pass legislation to fix and restore the
program. Renters should see no difference and those who have
already applied can expect to see checks in December.

CHILD CARE FOR WORKING FAMILIES: With the State budget that
passed we were able to restore funding to the Care 4 Kids child care
subsidy program. This funding will allow for the program to reopen
enrollment and begin to address the 5,769 families who have been
on the waiting list. This is a program that helps low-income families
afford safe, quality child care and allows parents to remain in the
workforce.

AFFORDABLE HIGHER EDUCATION: Making college more affordable is
one of our top priorities. With the state budget we restored over $50
million to the University of Connecticut from a Republican budget
that would have led to dramatic tuition rate increases and cuts to

our flagship university. In addition we took two important steps
aimed at lowering the cost of attending our state’s public colleges and
universities by cutting red tape - making it easier for schools to secure
goods and services while still requiring strong oversight policies. Also,
we required state schools to establish guidelines to minimize student
costs and cut down on textbook costs.

(PA 17-130)

TRANSPORTATION LockBOX: We also passed a resolution that,
if approved by voters in the next election, will ensure money
deposited into the Special Transportation Fund can only be spent on
transportation. (HJ 100)

Para version en espanol de este boletin y mads,

visite mi sitio web: www.housedems.ct.gov/Sanchez
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PROUDLY SERVING NEW BRITAIN | SIRVIENDO NEW BRITAIN

CAPITOL UPDATE 2017

Dear Friends and Neighbors,

| am pleased to share with you this update on the 2017 legislative session. Each year,
my goal is to forge a path for a stronger Connecticut, and the 2017 session was no
different. | worked to pass bipartisan legislation that improves the lives of working
families, encourages economic growth, and makes critical investments in the future
of our children, as well as our state.

This was a session dominated by the budget. There were no easy solutions and hard
decisions had to be made. The long-term structural changes we made will help put
Connecticut’s budget on a sustainable path — not just this year, but in future years
to come.

| hope you find the enclosed information helpful. Our future is stronger when we
work together, so please don’t hesitate to reach out to my office if | can ever be
of help to you or your family. It is my pleasure and honor to serve as your state
representative.

Estimado amigo y vecino,

Me complace compartir con usted este boletin actualizado de la asamblea legislativa
del 2017. Cada afilo mi meta ha sido forjar un camino que conduzca a un Connecticut
mas fuerte y durante esta sesion mantuve esa meta.

Trabaje para aprobar leyes bipartidistas para mejorar las vidas de familias
trabajadoras, que promueven el crecimiento econdmico y hacen inversiones
criticas en el futuro de nuestros nifios y estado. Esta sesion fue dominada por el
presupuesto. No hubo soluciones faciles y tuvimos que tomar decisiones muy
dificiles. Los cambios estructurales a largo plazo que hicimos ayudaran a con la
estabilidad fiscal del estado no solo este afno, sino en los afios venideros.

Deseo que esta informacién le sea util. Nuestro futuro es mas fuerte cuando
trabajos unidos, asi que no dude en llamarme si puedo ser de ayuda a usted o a su
familia. Es un placer y honor servir como su representante estatal.

Sincerely / Sinceramente,
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Speaking at the UConn School of Social Work’s
Hispanic Heritage Month Celebration

Collecting Donations for
Hurricane Relief for Puerto Rico

WOMEN'’S RIGHTS

No longer will a business be able to deny women employment opportunities
because of pregnancy, or retaliate when reasonable accommodations are
requested. PA 17-118 strengthens current protections for pregnant and
nursing women, requires employers to make reasonable accommodations
for these employees, and sets up protections that prevent an employer from
discriminating against pregnant women. These protections are critical to
women’s financial security and are good for families and the economy.

DERECHOS DE MUJERES

Ya nunca mas un negocio podrd negarles oportunidad de empleo a mujeres
por estar embarazadas, o tomar represalias cuando se solicita algin acomodo
razonable. PA 17-118 refuerza las leyes existentes para mujeres embarazadas
o que estén lactando, requiere que empleadores provean acomodaciones
razonables para estas empleadas, y establece protecciones que impiden

a empleadores discriminar en contra de mujeres embarazadas. Estas
protecciones son valiosas para la economia, la seguridad financiera de las
mujeres y para el bienestar de sus familias.

Speaking with constituents at the Senior Health Fair about an
upcoming workshop on Pardons and Paroles
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REFORMING THE
BAIL SYSTEM

Under our current system of pretrial
detention, low-risk offenders are
routinely held in jail simply because
they cannot afford bail. Under new
legislation, judges are barred from
requiring cash-only bail and can

no longer require bail for minor
crimes unless that person poses an
immediate threat or is being held for
a family violence crime. (PA 17-145)

SOCIAL SECURITY TAX
EXEMPTION
FOR SENIORS

The budget we passed includes a
provision that will exempt social
security and pensions from the
state income tax starting in 2019.
This will help provide much needed
tax relief to those who need it
most and allow them to keep more
of their own money. Another law
requires landlords to return any
security deposit that exceeds one
month’s rent if the tenant turned
age 62 after paying the deposit,
upon request of the tenant.

(PA 17-236)

Capitol: 1-800-842-8267
bobby.sanchez@cga.ct.gov
www.housedems.ct.gov/Sanchez

REFORMA DEL
SISTEMA DE FIANZAS

Bajo nuestro sistema judicial actual de
detencidn pre-juicio, los ofensores de
bajo riesgo se quedan rutinariamente
en la carcel por no poder pagar fianza.
Con esta ley, serd prohibido que un
juez requiera que la fianza se pague
con dinero en efectivo solamente

y tampoco puede fijar fianzas por
delitos menores a no ser que el juez
determine que esa persona posee
peligro inmediato o que haya sido
detenido por un crimen de violencia
familiar. (PA 17-145)

EXCLUSION DEL
IMPUESTO DE SEGURO
SOCIAL PARA ADULTOS

El presupuesto que aprobamos
incluye una provision que exime el
impuesto estatal sobre ingresos de
seguro social y pensiones a partir
del 2019. Esto ayudara a proveer
alivio de impuestos a aquellas
personas que mas lo necesitan y
los ayudara a mantener mas de su
propio dinero. Otra ley requiere
que los duefios de propiedades
devuelvan cualquier depdsito de
seguridad de arrendamiento que
sobrepase un mes de renta si el
inquilino cumple 62 afios de edad
luego de pagar el depésito, cuando
el inquilino lo solicite. (PA 17-236)
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Addressing colleagues
at a NALEO Conference

At the Ground Breaking ceremony for the
Borinqueneers National Memorial

REMOVING HEALTHCARE BARRIERS

The cost of prescription drugs places a large burden on many of us,
especially those living on a fixed income. PA 17-241 removes barriers
at pharmacies that have prevented some patients from being able to
receive a cheaper generic medication, and also increases transparency in
prescription drug pricing for the benefit of the patient.

ELIMINANDO BARRERAS
DE CUIDADO MEDICO

El costo de recetas médicas es una carga grande para muchos de nosotros,
especialmente los que viven de una entrada fija. PA 17-241 elimina la
barrera que ha hecho dificil que pacientes reciban medicinas genéricas
mas econdmicas en las farmacias, y aumenta la transparencia en los
precios de recetas para el beneficio del paciente.

Talking to news crews to
tell people at home to come
down to the Puerto Rican
Festival and find the booth
to donate money towards
Hurricane Relief for
Puerto Rico

Sign up for my
electronic newsletter at
www.housedems.ct.gov/Sanchez
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