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Legislative Office Building
Room 4002 
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Protecting Families 
Responding to Domestic Violence in our Communities
Sadly, it seems hardly a week goes by that we don’t hear of a tragic incident of family 
violence in our state. The legislature responded with the most sweeping reforms to our 
domestic violence laws in the past 25 years. I was proud to support legislation that:

 » Trains educators to recognize and respond to warning signs of domestic violence
 » Provides relief to victims who terminate their housing rental agreements to protect 
their safety
 » Increases staffing at domestic violence shelters
 » Creates a pilot GPS tracking program to monitor offenders 
 » Improves enforcement of protective orders
 » Expands the use of dedicated domestic violence court dockets
 » Improves employment protections for domestic violence victims
 » Permits prosecutors to consider older and out of state crimes for persistent family 
violence offenders



 State Representative

EzEquiEl Santiago 
To receive more information on any of the following issues, e-mail, call or mail me the 
completed form. Make sure to give your name, address and email, and indicate which issues 
you’re interested in. 

	2010 Major Acts  
	Business 
	Criminal Justice 
	Health Care 
	Environment
	

	Jobs 
	Seniors 
	Energy 
	Children 
	Education 

Cut along dotted line.

Save a stamp! 
Reply at my website or call my office:

www.housedems.ct.gov/Santiago
800.842.8267

Important phone numbers

To reach many state services, call InfoLine
211

ConnPACE 800.423.5026

Medicare Hotline 800.633.4227

Long-Term Care 800.547.3443

Commission on Aging 860.240.5200

Medicare Advocacy 800.262.4414

Consumer Protection 800.842.2649

CT Veterans Affairs 860.616.3600

CT Elder Services 866.218.6631

Health Care Advocate 866.466.4446

state representative of the connecticut general assembly

State Representat ive 

Ezequiel 
Santiago 
Proudly Serving Bridgeport  |  130th District

If you need additional assistance or 
have questions, please contact me:

State Representative
Ezequiel Santiago

Capitol Phone 800.842.8267

District Phone 203.727.5635

www.housedems.ct.gov/Santiago

Supporting Services for 
Alzheimer’s Patients
Last year’s budget protected the Alzheimer’s 
Respite Care Program, which provides 
small grants to family members caring for 
people with Alzheimer’s to fund personal 
care, home health and adult day care 
services. Governor Rell closed the program 
in 2009, but working with advocates, the 
legislature was able to re-open the program 
in May, allowing Connecticut families to 
receive these important services. 

Improving the Senior Driver 
Discount Program
New legislation encourages seniors to 
keep their driving skills sharp by making it 
easier to qualify for safe driver discounts. 
People age 60 and older will now be able to 
complete a shorter, 4-hour driving program 
to be eligible for a two-year discount of 5% 
or more on their automobile insurance. 

Protecting Seniors from the 
Medicaid Spend-Down
New legislation will help seniors protect 
their assets when their spouse needs to 
enter a nursing home. Under current law, 
the spouse remaining at home must spend 
down half of his or her assets in order to 
allow the ill spouse to qualify for Medicaid 
coverage. This year, we increased the asset 
cap, so that the couple can keep assets up 
to $110,000 and still qualify the ill spouse 
for Medicaid.

Reducing Costs for 
Homecare Services
Seniors using the CT Homecare Program 
for Elders will soon see a reduction in their 
monthly costs for critical in-home services, 
such as meal deliveries and personal 
care assistance. The budget reduces the 
percentage seniors pay for these services 
from 15% to 6% -- saving the average client 
nearly $100 each month.

Good News for Seniors

Saluting Our Veterans
 » Veterans in nursing homes can now use the VA as their pharmacy, saving money for 
veterans and taxpayers 
 » Honorably discharged retired veterans with 30 years or more of service can now apply 
for “retirement promotions” and move up one grade in rank 
 » Active duty service members out of state will get an extension for 30 days to renew their 
expired driver’s licenses after their return to Connecticut 
 » March 30th is now designated as the official Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans 
Commemoration Day
 » Veterans can now use their military service experience and training as academic credit 
for certain technical certificates and licenses

Transportation
School Bus Safety
To ensure that our children are protected on public school buses, I voted to:

 » Increase fines for bus companies that do not meet state safety inspection rules
 » Increase fines for negligent school bus operators
 » Incentivize school districts that require newly purchased buses to have seatbelts

Motorcycle Safety
New motorcycle riders will now need to take a safety-training course before getting their 
licenses. Once the rider is licensed, the course can also help reduce insurance costs.

A Balanced Budget - On Time & On Target 
Partnering with Governor Rell, we balanced the state’s budget – on time and without  
any tax increases. The budget contains no cuts in municipal aid funds and a $60 average 
decrease in electric bills for many residents. This year’s budget bill included $163 million 
in additional spending cuts across a host of state agencies and a reduction of $300 million 
from a previous borrowing plan. The spending cuts are deep, but necessary. Thankfully, 
we protected the services critically important to Bridgeport, including:

 » $168,252,769 in education funding

 » $20,591,414 in town aid funding {non-education}

 » Funding for programs that assist seniors and the disabled

 » Maintaining funding for hospitals, schools, libraries and courthouses

We also provided a helping hand, through:

 » $500 individual property tax credit to help offset local property taxes

 » Funding for programs that help prevent mortgage foreclosure

 » Reducing last year’s increase on state park fees and fishing/hunting licenses

Bridgeport Fiscal Year 2010-2011 Aid
PILOT: State Owned Property $2,901,662

PILOT: Colleges & Hospitals $8,909,623

Town Aid Roads $665,532

Local Capital Improvement Program $2,004,673

Pequot/Mohegan Aid $6,109,924

Adult Education $1,298,900

School Transportation $2,758,525

Educational Cost Sharing $164,195,344

Total State Funds to Bridgeport $188,844,183 
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