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Helping our communities control health care costs: &2 5 &

I voted in favor of new legislation that passed the Connecticut House
of Representatives to lower health care costs for our state’s cities and
towns. HB 5295 allows municipalities to buy prescription drug coverage
through the state employee plan. By taking advantage of the bargaining
power of the 200,000-member state employee group, cities will be able to
take advantage of the low administrative costs and substantial discounts

negotiated by the state—ultimately saving local taxpayer dollars.

This initiative is part of a package of health insurance reforms passed by
the House this session. If you would like more information on this topic

or any other issues, please call my office or visit my website.

Ayudando nuestras comunidades a controlar
los costos de salud:
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Esta iniciativa es parte de varias reformas de salud que se aprobaron en

la Camara de representantes esta sesion.

Si desea mas informacién sobre este topico o cualquier otro asunto, por

favor llame a mi oficina o visite mi pagina cibernética.
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If you need additional assistance or have questions, contact:

Si usted necesita informacion adicional o
tiene alguna pregunta, puede llamar:

Ezequiel Santiago
800-842-8267

Home: 203-727-5635
www.housedems.ct.gov/Santiago

Federal Changes to Health Insurance — \//hat it means to Connecticut

The recent passage of the historic federal health reform law
will lead to many improvements in the quality, access and
affordability of our health care options. The Connecticut
General Assembly passed a framework for implementing health
reform in Connecticut called the SustiNet plan. While many of
these changes will be phased in a few years, I wanted to make sure
you were aware of several important changes taking place over
the next year.

Medicare for Seniors

» Eliminates copays on preventive services and exempts them from
deductibles, starting in 2011

» Provides a $250 rebate to Medicare Part D beneficiaries who hit the
donut hole in 2010

» Gives seniors in the coverage gap a 50%
discount on prescriptions beginning in 2011

Children & Young Adults

» Requires health plans to cover children with pre-existing conditions

» Extends coverage for young people on their parents insurance

through age 26

The Uninsured

» Provides coverage for the uninsured and people with pre-existing
conditions

» Immediately creates a temporary high-risk pool of affordable
coverage for people with preexisting conditions and prohibits
insurers from dropping people when they get sick

» Increases funding for our local community health centers, so they
can see more patients

El reciente paso histérico de la ley de reforma de salud
federal aumentara la calidad, acceso y provision de opciones
de cuidado de salud. La Asamblea General de Connecticut
aprob¢ el fundamento para implementar la reforma de salud de
Connecticut llamado el plan SustiNet. A pesar de que muchos
de estos cambios entraran en vigor en algunos anos, yo quiero
asegurarme de que usted este al tanto de los cambios importantes
que se llevaran a cabo durante el préximo ano.

Nifios y jovenes adultos
» Requiere que los planes de salud cubran a nifios con condiciones
pre-existentes

» Extiende la cobertura a jévenes en planes médicos de sus padres
hasta los 26 afos

Los que no tienen seguro
» Provee cobertura para los que no tienen plan medico y para personas
con condiciones pre-existentes

» Crea inmediatamente una gama de seguro medico temporero de
alto riesgo a personas con condiciones pre-existentes y prohibe a los
aseguradores de cancelarles la pdliza cuando se enferman

» Aumenta fondos para nuestros centros locales de salud, para que
puedan ver mas pacientes

Mediare para los ancianos
» Elimina el co-pago en servicios preventivos y los exime de los

deducibles a partir del 2011

» Provee un reembolso de $250 a los beneficiarios del Medicare Parte
D que tuvieron un periodo sin cobertura (donut hole) en el 2010

» Les da alos ancianos en el periodo sin cobertura un descuento de
50% en recetas comenzando en el 2011

Cambios federales de Seguros Méedicos — | © que significa para Connecticut



