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Frequently Asked Questions

Where is SummerWind?

SummerWind is located at 40 Griffin Road North in the Griffin Office Park off Blue Hills Avenue. 

Where do people park who attend concerts?

SummerWind makes use of the parking lots owned by the businesses in the Griffin Office Park. It is a short walk from the lots to the SummerWind Facility. Busses are also provided and handicapped parking is offered adjacent to the site.

What were some of your past acts?

Wynton Marsalis, Dave Brubeck, Blood Sweat and Tears, Judy Collins, Bruce Hornsby, Roberta Flack, 
Janice Ian, Count Basie Orchestra, Ramsey Lewis Trio, Celia Cruz (in her last appearance in Connecticut)
What happened to SummerWind?  Why did it close down?

SummerWind’s tent that covered over 1,500 people collapsed during a snow storm in February, 2003.  By the end of 2004, the remaining tent had to be removed and no agreement had been reached with the I
insurance company and the manufacturer. SummerWind pursued legal remedies.

What was the outcome of the court cases?

After two court cases and several years of litigation, SummerWind received sufficient funds to cover all past debts with some money left over to re-design a new tent.

What is different about the new tent design that will prevent a similar collapse?

The new tent design will make use of the existing poles and the reinforced concrete below ground. Two poles will be extended and two poles will be added. The new tent uses a system of “double curvature” to 
shed the snow. As the snow slides off of a section of the tent, it arrives at the peak of another set of curves and continues its descent to the ground.

How is SummerWind Staffed?

Due to the seasonal nature if our business, most work is contracted. There is just one part-time employee who is employed year round. During the season, SummerWind has a large volunteer staff.

What types of concerts are envisioned for 2010?

We will continue with our mission to provide family-oriented entertainment. In 2004, we focused on such acts by performers who had received Grammy Awards during their career.
In this economy, how do you intend to raise the necessary funds needed for the tent replacement?
Recessions and economic slowdowns are as much about attitude as they are about economics.  Mr. Stone has shown leadership by taking this moment to invest in a community asset that can do much to add to the 
quality of life in this region. We are hopeful that other people and organizations will follow his lead. It 
will only be through renewed investment that we will be able to climb out of this recession.

How can companies and individuals support SummerWind?

There are many ways to receive recognition for supporting SummerWind. These include naming rights 
for the stage, VIP tent, etc. There are sponsorship opportunities, advertising and on-site recognition, VIP seating and even signage on seatbacks. Individual contributions are tax-deductable.

When are events usually held?

Events are scheduled on Friday evenings and on Saturady (afternoons and evenings)

From where does SummerWind draw its audience?

SummerWind’s audience is region wide with significant attendance from Windsor, West Hartford, Bloomfield, South Windsor, Enfield, Glastonbury, and Longmeadow, Massachusetts.

Is the venue available to other organizations?

Yes, the venue can be rented and in the past has been used by the Hartford Business Journal, and the Juvenile Diabetes Foundations.

In past seasons, where did SummerWind receive financial support?

SummerWind received money from the State of Connecticut, the Town of Windsor and from many area businesses and individual supporters.

Who owns the SummerWind property?

SummerWind has an rent-free lease from Griffin Land Resources.

What are the typical ticket prices for SummerWind Events?

Prices range from $60.00 for reserved front section seats under the tent to $15.00 general admission lawn seating.

Where do we call of we have more questions?

Contact John Berky at (860) 688-5098 or e-mail john@sscsummerwind.org. Additional material is available at www.sscsummerwind.org.

