
Dear Friends,

Connecticut faced many challenges in 2013 and we successfully met those 
challenges and moved the state in a positive direction. The legislature’s 
response to the tragedy in Sandy Hook took center stage, but we also 
looked to our future and adopted a Comprehensive Energy Strategy 
(CES), invested in our flagship university and made our state more 
economically competitive by convening the Commission on Municipal 
Opportunities and Regional Efficiencies (MORE).

We balanced our budget while maintaining assistance to cities and towns 
and not introducing any new taxes. We gave seniors a choice in their long 
term care through “Aging in Place” and focused on assistance for our 
youth. We protected against price gouging during severe weather events 
and continued to assist small business.   

I look forward to answering your questions about any issues facing our 
state or you personally. 

Sincerely,
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CAPITOL UPDATE 2013

Scan this QR Code using your 
smartphone app. to directly 
access website.

Connecticut enacted a new Comprehensive Energy Strategy (CES), which 
is our path to cheaper, cleaner and more reliable energy. Consumers will 
have a diversity of fuels to use to heat and cool their homes and businesses, 
and more access to products and programs to reduce their energy use. The 
CES expands access to natural gas, promotes energy efficiency and lowers 
energy costs for consumers. These initiatives provide significant savings to 
ratepayers and allow our businesses to be competitive.

Connecticut’s Comprehensive Energy Strategy

State Representative
Deputy Speaker

Peggy Sayers

Rep. Sayers and her intern, Liam Hamel from Windsor Locks.

After hearing from so many of you regarding the proposed energy auction, 
which would have sold off standard offer electric customers, I became a 
leader in the fight to remove it from the budget. Connecticut energy costs 
are already too high, and this one-time revenue gain would have pushed 
those costs even higher.

Removing The Energy Auction



Aging In Place

Unleashing Innovation in Connecticut Schools 

Childhood obesity

The Mental, Emotional 
and Behavioral Health  
of youths

A mattress  
Stewardship Program

PEGGY SAYERS
State Representative | Deputy Speaker

Windsor, Windsor Locks | www.housedems.ct.gov/Sayers
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Previously, Connecticut high school students earned academic credits towards 
graduation by demonstrating mastery of a subject based on certain competency 
and performance standards. This law expands upon those methods and allows 
for “non-traditional” ways students can earn graduation credits. This law also 
sets up a task force to study mandate relief for high performing high schools 
and requires the State Department of Education to study issues relating to 
local partnerships for advancement of the teaching profession. 

The Department of Public Health has found one-third of Connecticut children 
in kindergarten and third grade are overweight or obese, and one out of every 
seven children is obese. This session the legislature passed a law requiring 
that schools provide elementary students with at least 20 minutes of physical 
exercise in each regular school day. In addition, local school boards of education 
must adopt policies that do not take away physical exercise from elementary 
school students.

When catastrophic weather events 
hit our state, it is important that 
people have access to the goods 
and services necessary to restore 
normality. This law extends the 
reach on excessive price increases 
to goods and services sold during 
any severe weather emergency, 
as declared by the governor. Dur-
ing one of these events no one can 
sell or offer to sell a good or service 
for an “unconscionably excessive 
price.”

Prohibiting Price Gouging 
During severe weather 
Events 

The legislature continued our com-
mitment to our senior citizens. I vot-
ed to help Connecticut’s model of 
Aging in Place become law. Keeping 
our seniors in their homes is para-
mount to their well-being and saves 
money.

Recent tragic events in Connecticut 
have shown us the importance of 
providing affordable accessible men-
tal health services to those suffering 
from a mental illness, especially our 
children. This session we passed a 
law requiring the Commissioner of 
Children and Families to develop a 
plan that meets the mental, emo-
tional and behavioral health needs 
of all children in the state.  This law 
also establishes a Children’s Mental 
Health Task Force to study all aspects 
of mental health including the effects 
of nutrition, genetics, complemen-
tary and alternative treatments and 
psychotropic drugs on the mental, 
emotional and behavioral health of 
children in our state.

A new law establishes a mattress 
stewardship program to recycle dis-
carded mattresses and keep them 
from potentially causing blight. It re-
quires producers to join a nonprofit 
mattress recycling council, which 
will develop a management plan 
that will relieve the existing financial 
burden of disposal from municipali-
ties, creating green business oppor-
tunities.

Rep. Sayers and Eagle Scout Adam 
Sandone at his induction ceremony, 

March 2013

Rep. Sayers discusses legislation on the House Chamber floor.

Deputy Speaker Sayers presiding 
over the House Chamber.

Sexual Exploitation and 
Trafficking in Persons
This law broadens the crime 
of trafficking to include related 
activities and increases the penalty 
for patronizing a prostitute under 
age 18 or one who was being coerced 
or trafficked. It also makes funds 
and property related to prostitution 
and commercial sexual exploitation 
of a minor subject to forfeiture 
and protects victims by permitting 
anyone convicted of prostitution 
to apply to the Superior Court to 
vacate a conviction because he/she 
was a victim of trafficking.

MORE
As a member of the Municipal Op-
portunities & Regional Efficiencies 
(MORE) Commission, we created 
effective legislation that saved mu-
nicipalities and taxpayers money. 
MORE initiated a new approach to 
state and local government that will 
make our state more economically 
competitive, with an emphasis on 
cost efficiency through regional col-
laboration.

Job Growth
Both the House and the Senate unan-
imously supported the passage of a 
bill to encourage Connecticut manu-
facturers to recruit, hire and train 
apprentices. We recognize both the 
prominent role of manufacturing in 
the state’s economy and the need to 
prepare Connecticut’s workforce for 
manufacturing jobs in the future.

Let’s Keep In Touch
Sign Up for Email Updates:

www.housedems.ct.gov/Sayers


