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The regular 2010 Legislative Session has ended and I am happy to report as 
the Chair of the Aging Committee, that we were able to pass several pieces of 
legislation during the Session that will help our seniors.
 
Outlined here are few key bills that will make Connecticut a healthier and safer 
place for seniors. As always, I look forward to hearing from you if you have 
questions or concerns about this year's legislative session or any other matter. 
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Reducing Costs for Homecare Services

Seniors using the CT Homecare Program for 
Elders will soon see a reduction in their monthly 
costs for critical in-home services, such as meal 
deliveries and personal care assistance. The  
budget reduces the percentage seniors pay for 
these services from 15% to 6% — saving the 
average client nearly $100 each month.

Supporting Services for Alzheimer’s Patients

Last year’s budget protected the Alzheimer’s 
Respite Care Program, which provides small 
grants to family members caring for people with 
Alzheimer’s to fund personal care, home health 
and adult day care services. Governor Rell closed 
the program in 2009, but working with advocates, 
the legislature was able to re-open the program 
in May, allowing Connecticut families to receive 
these important services.

Improving the Senior Driver Discount Program

New legislation encourages seniors to keep their 
driving skills sharp by making it easier to qualify  
for safe driver discounts. People age 60 and older  
will now be able to complete a shorter, 4-hour  
driving program to be eligible for a two-year  
discount of 5% or more on their automobile 
insurance.

Protecting Seniors Assets from the Medicaid  
Spend-Down

New legislation will help seniors protect their assets 
when their spouse needs to enter a nursing home. 
Under current law, the spouse remaining at home  
must spend down half of his or her assets in order to 
allow the ill spouse to qualify for Medicaid coverage. 
This year, we increased the asset cap, so that the couple 
can keep assets up to $110,000 and still qualify the ill 
spouse for Medicaid.

Important phone numbers

To reach many state 
services, call InfoLine 211
ConnPACE 800.423.5026

Medicare Hotline 800.633.4227

Long-Term Care 800.547.3443

Commission on Aging 860.240.5200

Medicare Advocacy 800.262.4414

Consumer Protection 800.842.2649

CT Veteran’s Affairs 860.616.3600

CT Elder Services 866.218.6631

Health Care Advocate 866.466.4446
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