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Timothy Visel - A Personal View for the Shoreline Task Force

I appreciate the opportunity to speak. I had not anticipated doing so and signed in for The Sound School. I wanted to make certain that the people impacted by Irene had an opportunity to speak first. That being said, for the record I would like to note that this is my personal view, not The Sound School’s. Thank you.

My coastal research of environmental history started early. I grew up in Madison, Connecticut next to the State Park at Hammonasett which has been mentioned several times tonight. I saw the erosion impacts on the shore first-hand. I also studied the environment of Cape Cod’s Monomoy system, the south shore of Rhode Island salt ponds, and closer to home, the barrier beach spit called the Dardanelles in Clinton. I am now in Phil Miller’s district, and we have talked about this research many times. Some of the concepts of shore protection and dredging to relieve flooding were discussed by a Coastal Cove and Embayment Board in the 1980s. My research into Connecticut’s environmental history soon branched out in the 1980s into fisheries and in the 1990s into habitat histories, and then more recently into climate, temperature and energy systems. Now I am researching shoreline processes where all four of these overlapped and how they relates to these common factors – temperature, energy systems and climate. Our coast has an erosion history, a habitat history and a history of shoreline processes. These areas have been examined independently though often for too short a time period and not all combined. They have a direct connection to public policies and beliefs/value use debates associated to them.
I presently serve on two Long Island Sound Study Committees – Citizens’ Advisory and Habitat Restoration and represent  many interests. The topic of Connecticut’s environmental history has been the subject of many strong discussions, reflecting perceptions, personal observations and experiences, commerce and industry, organizations and the environmental community. Unfortunately, we have not reached a consensus regarding public policy around natural resource use, including maritime navigation (dredging) and structures to reduce erosion that has proved to be far too difficult for us.
Coastal environmental history is a critical and often overlooked field and could provide valuable insights into many of the current topics under review by the Task Force. 
Please let me know if I can assist your efforts in any way.
Thank you again for this opportunity to comment.
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