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a balanced budget for connecticut
– On Time and On Target
By working hard and reaching across party lines to create a compromise, we were 
able to balance this year’s state budget with: 

 »No tax increases
 »No cuts in municipal aid or education funding (ECS) 
 »Maintained funding for hospitals, schools, libraries, and courthouses
 »Funding for dental care and prescriptions for seniors and the disabled
 »Lower co-pays for home care services by up to $240/month (AARP endorsed)
 »A $500 individual property tax credit to help offset local property taxes
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sign up for email updates:  
www.housedems.ct.gov/Urban

find us on facebook:
www.facebook.com/CThousedemocrats

state representative of the connecticut general assembly

We erased a $10 billion deficit,  
balancing the budget on time and on target.

 State Representative

Diana Urban 

Saving the Duck Stamp Fund
Although the Duck Stamp funds were originally eliminated in the budget I was 
able to work in a bipartisan manner to save part of the fund  and reinstate the 
enabling language to keep the fund alive and protecting wetlands and wildlife 
habitat. 
My thanks to Ducks Unlimited for their tenacious advocacy and help!

Capitol Phone 860.240.8585

District Phone 860.535.4868

Additional good news for state residents this summer:
 »We reduced last year’s increase on state park fees and fishing/hunting licenses     
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State Representat ive   

Diana  
Urban 
Proudly Serving North Stonington and Stonington  |  43rd District

State Rep. Diana Urban with Meg O’Lari, writing a letter to an editor regarding Cadmium. Brianne Casadei and State Rep. Diana Urban at Terra Firma Farm, Stonington, CT.

state representative of the connecticut general assembly

Working with the Governor, we passed a significant new jobs bill that will help 
put Connecticut on the road to economic recovery with:

 »Up to $500,000 in loans and lines of credit for small businesses and non-profits 
 »Student loan reimbursement for careers in new and emerging fields
 »Income tax credits for investments in new technology businesses
 »Sales tax exemptions for machinery, supplies and fuel in renewable energy 
industries 
 »Tax credits for small businesses of up to $200 per month per new employee
 »Up to $150,000 in pre-seed financing and technical services to businesses 
developing innovative concepts 

Health Care 
Moving Forward on Health Reform
The recent passage of the historic federal health care reform law will lead to 
welcome improvements in the quality, access and affordability of health care for 
Connecticut residents. This session, the legislature built on those improvements, 
taking steps to lower costs and enhance transparency and accountability in our 
health care system. 
The new legislation:

 »Saves money for towns by allowing them to join the state in bulk purchasing of 
prescription drugs
 »Requires insurance companies to disclose denial rates so consumers can compare 
the quality of different plans
 »Extends state COBRA coverage from 18 to 30 months so laid off employees can 
keep their health insurance as they look for new jobs
 »Requires insurance companies to refer consumers to the state Office of the 
Health Care Advocate for assistance with denials of coverage
 »Improves coverage for chemotherapy patients
 »Enhances patient safety by improving hospital reporting of medical errors

Protecting Families
Help for families hit by the recession
We are all suffering the consequences of what is now being called “The Great 
Recession”, but none suffer more than our children.  A study done by First 
Focus in Washington DC found that 35,000 children were predicted to fall into 
poverty costing the state an estimated $800 million a year as a direct result of the 
recession. The Speaker of the House felt that this was unacceptable and formed 
the first and only task force in the country to look at the impact of the recession 
on our children.  I was pleased that he asked me to Co-Chair the Task Force 
along with my colleague Representative Karen Jarmoc. 
After exhaustive study and public hearings in every corner of our State, we 
crafted and passed Public Act 10-133 – An Act Concerning Children in the 
Recession, which again is the only law in the country addressing the recession’s 
impact on children. In the bill we directed agencies to go after the federal 
dollars we were leaving on the table when it came to paying for school breakfast 
programs (approximately $9 million) and to streamline our application process 
as Florida did and saved over $83 million.

I hope that you are aware of the fact that cadmium has been found in alarming 
quantities in children’s jewelry. As Chair of the Select Committee on Children, I 
fought hard to pass Public Act 10-113, An Act Banning Cadmium in Children’s 
Jewelry, which bans cadmium in children’s jewelry in the state of Connecticut.  I 
hope that the Federal Government will soon follow suit. 
Princess and the Frog jewelry was found to contain over 50% cadmium and 
“Best Friends” bracelets from the popular Claire’s Boutique were found to have 
91% cadmium. This is a big problem as cadmium is # 7 on the CDC’s list of 
most toxic substances (ahead of arsenic) and is completely unregulated by the 
federal government.  It is a grade one carcinogen, causes kidney damage, bone 
loss, hormone disruption and developmental problems. Any recalls that have 
been made have been recommended by the CPSC (Consumer Product Safety 
Commission) but are totally voluntary. Please heed Inez Tanenbaum, Chair of 
the CPSC, ”Throw away any cheap metal jewelry!”  And don’t buy any jewelry 
for your kids or grand kids unless the sales people can assure you that it doesn’t 
contain cadmium.

Keeping Dangerous Toxins Away From Our Children
We all know the intense pressure there is on our farmers and how hard it is to 
break even on a small farm. I try to remind everyone “No Farms, No Food”; a 
simple but profound message when our state is losing on average 9,000 acres of 
prime farmland every year to development. Couple that with the average dis-
tance food travels from farm to table of 1,500 miles and you understand how 
important it is to support our local farm economy. 
After two attempts and many arguments with the Department of Public Health 
we were finally able to pass Public Act 10-103 that allows farmers to prepare 
acidified farm products (pickles, salsa, etc) in farm kitchens, and sell them at 
farmer’s markets. There are safety measures attached to the bill, but I think we 
all know an Aunt or Grandma who has been safely producing these products for 
generations. I welcome the ability for farmers to diversify and will continue to 
work to help our family farms.
Make sure you visit our local Farmer’s Markets. Go to www.ctgrown.gov for 
more information!

Jobs
Support for Local Farmers

Number One Priority - Dig out of the Recession

I was poised to pass the first bill in the country to require cross reporting be-
tween the Department of Child and Families (DCF) and the Department of 
Agriculture (DOAG).  Building on the FBI’s recognition that animal cruelty is 
a red flag for future violent behavior, the bill reflected agreement between the 
two departments and set out a system 
that would have DOAG alert DCF 
to instances of animal cruelty in open 
investigations and direct DCF to re-
port suspected animal abuse to DOAG.  
Although there was wide support for the 
bill, it was filibustered by one lawmaker 
in the last days of session.
I am currently working with a UConn 
law professor to further refine the bill 
and bring it back in the 2011 Session.

Raising Awareness About  
Animal Abuse and Child Abuse

If you had problems with Phoenix Oil there has been a settlement where they 
have agreed to repay up to $100,000 to consumers who may have been over-
charged during the 2008-2009 heating season

Please call:  
800-842-2649, 211 or my office for help if you feel you were overcharged

Local Alert to Phoenix Oil Customers

Protecting Children

Rep. Urban and Indiana Jones, one of her rescued 
dogs, at a recent press conference.  Photo courtesy 
of CT News Junkie.


