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CAPITOL UPDATE 2015
Dear Friends and Neighbors/ Apreciados Amigos y Vecinos, 

Thank you for your support. It is has been an honor to represent you in the 
General Assembly for another term. There have been many intensely debated 
issues this legislative session and it has been a privilege to represent the 
people of Hartford in each of those discussions.

Gracias por su apoyo. Ha sido un honor representarle en la Asamblea General 
por otro término. Han habido muchos asuntos intensamente debatidos en esta 
sesión legislativa y ha sido un privilegio representar los residentes de Hartford 
en cada una de esas conversaciones.

We have continued to support improving our education system by providing 
additional aid to English Language Learners, students with learning disabilities, 
and also were able to take significant steps to lower the cost of higher education 
by becoming the first state in the country to establish a Student Loan Bill of 
Rights.

Hemos seguido apoyando la mejora de nuestro sistema educativo al 
proporcionar ayuda adicional a los estudiantes del idioma inglés, estudiantes 
con problemas de aprendizaje, y también fueron capaces de tomar medidas 
significativas para reducir el costo de la educación superior al convertirse en 
el primer estado en el país para establecer una Declaración de Derechos sobre 
Prestamos Estudiantiles (Student Loan Bill of Rights).  

I hope you find this information to be of use and please know that Hartford’s 
working families remained at the heart of each vote I cast in the House Chamber. 
As always, please do not hesitate to call my office if you have any questions. 

Espero que esta información sea útil y sepa que las familias trabajadoras de 
Hartford se mantuvieron en mi corazón atraves de cada voto que hice durante 
esta sesión. Como siempre,  favor de no dudar en llamar a mi oficina si tiene 
preguntas.

Sincerely/ Sinceramente,
Legislative Office Building

Hartford, CT 06106-1591

Capitol: 860-240-8585 

www.housedems.ct.gov/Vargas
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Hartford car owners will see a significant cut in their motor vehicle taxes as we capped the car tax mill rate statewide at 32 mills beginning July 2016 and 29.36 
mills in July 2017. This will reduce Hartford’s current mill rate of 74.20 by more than half, which is a major accomplishment for our community. Since Hartford is 
a municipality with a relatively large-number of tax-exempt properties (e.g. state property, churches, colleges, and hospitals), the community can look forward 
to receiving additional aid from the state for further property tax relief as well.

For years, Connecticut’s drug policies have swelled our prisons with nonviolent 
drug offenders who struggle to reintegrate into society upon release. “A Second 
Chance Society” will reverse these policies largely by reducing jail time for such 
offenders. Penalties for possession of small amounts of illegal drugs will be 
reduced from a felony to a Class A misdemeanor; a drug-dependent offender may 
complete a substance abuse treatment program on a second offense; the 1,500 
feet drug free school zones is maintained, but instead of an offender receiving 
a mandatory 2-year minimum sentence for possession the penalty will now 
require a sentence that includes prison and probation. During probation, the 
offender must perform community service. We also ensured victims are notified 
of a parole hearing and have access to the inmate’s complete file prior to the 
hearing. The expedited pardon review process for nonviolent crimes will also 
be streamlined; now offenders must receive a “pardon eligibility notice.” These 
provisions will give ex-offenders a better chance to get back into the workforce – 
and also save millions in taxpayer dollars.

This year, a bilingual education workgroup convened to better understand the needs of English Language Learners (ELLs) and grapple with our state’s staggering 
achievement gap. We are now requiring the State Department of Education to develop standards for students receiving longer periods of instruction and 
annually report on the progress of these students. We are also creating a pilot program in four towns and cities to identify best practices and provide 
more administrative support to all schools in Connecticut. Moreover, districts will not be penalized with low rankings when these students perform poorly on 
standardized tests in their first two years of learning English. Finally, we directed Regional Education Service Centers to study and recommend ways that districts 
with low numbers of ELL students may still receive quality instruction.

English Language Learners
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A Second Chance Society 

This year, we took a look at the critical issue of restoring trust between law enforcement and minority communities. Among some of the most key provisions of 
the new “Excessive Use of Force” law: Police units will now face new requirements for promoting diversity and will receive training in the proper use of physical 
force. They will also be required to document incidents where an officer’s discharge of a weapon or use of force likely caused a serious physical injury or death.  
State police are now required to use body cameras. Local police are required to use body cameras if they receive state grants to pay for the equipment and data 
storage. An independent prosecutor will now be assigned to investigate allegations that an officer’s physical force resulted in the death of a person.

Restoring Trust Between Law Enforcement and Minority Communities 

Student loan debt is an issue that impacts many Connecticut families. 
Sixty-four percent of college graduates in our state have student loan 
debt. This year, Connecticut became the first state in the nation to create 
a Student Loan Bill of Rights, which establishes an Office of the Student 
Loan Ombudsman. This office will regulate student loan servicers, 
compile data on borrower complaints, develop a financial literacy 
education course for students, and will help student borrowers and their 
parents navigate the loan process. 

In addition, the Connecticut Higher Education Supplemental Loan 
Authority (CHESLA) took historic steps toward increasing college 
affordability by announcing that it will offer its lowest fixed interest 
rate yet at 4.95%, down from its current rate of 6.75%. This rate is also 
significantly lower than the Federal PLUS loan rate of 6.84%.

Big News in College Affordability

This year, we allocated more funds for the highly successful Small 
Business Express Program. We are also requiring the Department of 
Economic and Community Development to dedicate funds to develop 
a program for construction projects for minority business enterprises. 
These moves will create jobs and better economic opportunities for 
Connecticut families.

Helping Small Businesses
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