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As a legislator who has been supporting and working toward the construction 
of a new Litchfield County Courthouse in Torrington for many years, I am 
proud that it is now going to be a reality. This $81.45 million project will 
create over 1,400 construction related jobs, bring all of the courts under one 
roof and serve as an economic catalyst for the region. 

Litchfield County Courthouse To Be Built In Torrington
Groundbreaking Is Planned For July

New Home For Housatonic Youth Service Bureau

The Housatonic Youth Service Bureau’s office is presently located in a 
building that is scheduled for demolition. The Housatonic Valley Regional 
High School donated space for HYSB’s new office, but the agency lacked the 
resources needed for the renovation. I am pleased that I was able to secure a 
state grant of $320,500 to make their new home a reality. 

As a founding member of the HYSB board and a past president, I fully 
appreciate the importance of this organization to our communities. The 
HYSB serves Cornwall, Falls Village, Canaan, Sharon, Kent and Salisbury. 
The expansion to a new facility will allow them to grow to serve and meet 
the needs of our youth and their families. 

Nicholas Pohl, Exec. Director, HYSB,  
Governor Dannel P. Malloy, State Rep. Roberta Willis



Roberta B. Willis
State RepReSentative

Students and parents should expect a safe learning environment while they are 
attending college. Unfortunately, one out of every five of all college students in 
the U.S. experiences a sexual assault or an attempted assault. A new Connecticut 
law sends a strong message: Sexual assault will not be tolerated on campuses in 
this state.

Prevention of sexual assault is always the first step. Preventing sexual assault on 
college campuses takes a community-wide commitment to changing the culture 
and conditions that allow violence to occur. A key component of the law aims 
to address the campus culture with ongoing annual prevention and awareness 
programming, including bystander intervention strategies, which are the best 
hope for reducing sexual assaults.

We need to ensure that colleges provide a supportive and compassionate 
response when an assault occurs. After the trauma of a sexual assault, students 
need help that makes them feel safe and they need their reporting options clearly 
presented, including the ability to report anonymously. Students who need 
services must be able to access confidential counseling and advocacy services, 
on and off campus. 

When a student starts college and doesn’t complete their degree, it’s a lost 
opportunity for the student, the college and our economy. Now, individuals 
who took college courses before December 1, 2012, but left before completing 
their degree, can get up to three free 3-credit courses by enrolling in one of 
Connecticut’s 17 community colleges or universities for a limited time. ‘Go 
Back to Get Ahead’ will help us build a future for Connecticut in which 
we are graduating as many students as possible into good paying jobs 
with good benefits, right here in Connecticut. Interested students can visit 
GoBackToGetAhead.com for more information.

Reducing Power Outages 
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CAPITOL UPDATE 2014
Making Our College Campuses Safer Helping Seniors Remain In Their Homes

Keep “Fracking” Waste Out Of Connecticut

We all agree that our utility companies did not meet our expectations during major 
storms in our recent past. Clearly, they need to be more accountable in restoring 
service and meeting customer needs. One way to help reduce the number of major 
power outages is the reasonable pruning or removal of trees or shrubs. We passed 
legislation that requires utilities to notify property owners prior to work being 
done, unless the tree or shrub is a hazard. This will protect homeowners from 
having over-zealous tree trimming done on their property and will help reduce 
the amount of electric outages caused by tree limbs falling on wires.

Hydraulic fracturing (or “fracking”), where hydraulic fluid is pumped into the 
ground, cracking shale rock to release gas and shale oil, has become a hotly 
debated issue in this country, in part because the byproducts of this process have 
been found to contain harmful chemicals.

Connecticut does not possess the shale that would open our state to actual 
fracking, but we need to ensure our state’s safety from the byproducts being 
shipped here. Right now, the industry is pushing to start fracking just over our 
border in New York. 

During a three-year moratorium, the state will study the contents of the fluids 
and make regulations from these findings. We also banned the sale, manufacture, 
distribution, or use of any fracking product for the purpose of anti-icing of roads 
to protect our waterways from toxic waste.

Most people would prefer to live in their own homes and in their 
communities as they grow older. We have taken steps to help make this 
happen. 

❦ We created a $6 million grant program, the Connecticut Tech Act 
Project, through the Bureau of Rehabilitation Services for home 
modifications and other assistive technology that will allow people to 
remain in their homes. The program is open to seniors and individuals 
with disabilities who are at risk of being unable to live independently 
without the modifications. You can get more information at www.
cttechact.com or call 800-537-2549.

❦ We restored the Rental Rebate Program. The program is once again open 
to new entrants. The rental rebate assistance program is for low income 
renters who are elderly or disabled. The rebate amount is based on income, 
the amount of rent, and qualified utility payments. The application period 
runs through October 1. For information call 1-860-418-6377.

“And if other states need ideas on how to craft legislation to stem campus 
sexual assault, they would do well to look to Connecticut. Our law is the 
national model.”  

Hartford Courant editorial May 2, 2014.

Complete Your College Education


