
2013 Legislative Session Update
Dear Neighbor,

As the 2013 Legislative Session is well underway, I wanted to update you about what I am working on this 
session. In my new capacity as your State Representative I am working on improving the quality of life for 
our seniors in Southington,  and protecting services as we begin debates on the two-year state budget.

In the last month, I have received many phone calls, letters and emails and appreciate your opinions on 
legislative matters. I continue to look forward to serving the town of Southington. Please keep in touch if I 
can ever be of assistance regarding any other issues that are important to you.  

Sincerely,   
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david zoni
State Representative

Supporting Our Seniors 
Helping our seniors in their later years is an important 
responsibility of government. Seniors face many 
challenges such as keeping healthy and paying bills 
on a fixed income. The legislature supports seniors in 
a number of ways: We can send state funds to towns 
to help stabilize local property taxes, we can pass 
tough consumer protection laws and we can increase 
grandparents’ visitation rights. As a member of the 
Aging Committee, I will be looking at proposals to help 
seniors keep their independence as their healthcare 
needs change. A special task force on “aging in place” 
is recommending ways to help older adults safely, 
independently and comfortably stay in their homes.

Aging - con’td
One bill increases the income eligibility for the  
Connecticut home care program that will make more 
seniors qualify.  While aging in their own homes may be 
ideal, some seniors are unable to do this, so the committee  
has passed an expansion of the small house nursing 
home pilot which gives patient-centered care rather than 
the institutionalized care of a larger nursing home.
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Alzheimer’s Task Force
In Connecticut there are over 70,000 citizens with  
Alzheimer’s or related dementias and this number 
is expected to grow, posing important challenges for 
both families and our long term care infrastructure. 
That’s why the Public Health Committee proposed  
legislation convening an Alzheimer’s Task Force to 
create a comprehensive, strategic plan for strengthening  
services and support for patients and their loved 
ones. The task force would bring together state  
agencies, health care professionals, service providers, 
and caregivers to make recommendations on how  
best to prepare for the needs of this population.

Veterans
There is a new state website created to give 
military veterans one-stop access to the 
wide range of veterans’ services and  
benefits offered by state and federal 
agencies. The website – www.veterans.
ct.gov - links veterans and their families to 
state and federal agencies that offer  
services in areas such as employment and 
job training, health care and education.  

Aging 
The state has started an initiative to rebalance and re-
design the system of long term care to improve the lives 
of seniors by allowing them to age in their own homes 
and communities. This session the Aging Committee has 
passed several bills that will continue to make the pro-
cess easier for seniors, the state and municipalities.


