Improving Connecticut’s Jobs and Economy
Dear Neighbor,
This past legislative session I supported multiple bills that will
help strengthen Connecticut’s workforce and improve its business
climate. Connecticut needs to keep its future workers in the state
after graduation in order to compete regionally as well as across
the country.
In order to meet the growing demand of manufacturers, we
established the Workforce Development Committee to introduce
students to careers in manufacturing, to provide private
manufacturing training, and to continue to study Connecticut’s
workforce needs. By further investing in our workforce,
companies like Electric Boat, Pratt & Whitney, and Sikorsky can
continue to be the economic drivers we need for our state. This
will increase the number of local jobs and will allow Connecticut
to remain competitive with surrounding states.
Sincerely,

State Representative

Joe de la Cruz
Legislative Office Building, Hartford, CT
Phone: 860-240-1372
Email: Joe.delaCruz@cga.ct.gov
www.housedems.ct.gov/delaCruz
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State Representative Joe de la Cruz
Strengthening our Future Workforce
The manufacturing industry is making a comeback in Connecticut in part
because we have passed legislation to ensure a strong and educated
workforce for the increasingly competitive high-tech jobs:
HB 7221 AN ACT CONCERNING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE TECHNICAL
HIGH SCHOOL SYSTEM AS AN INDEPENDENT AGENCY, allows the Technical
Education and Career School System to have stronger oversight, more
effective governance so it can produce a better prepared workforce. (PA
17-237)
SB 1026 AN ACT CONCERNING REVISIONS TO THE HIGH SCHOOL
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS provides flexible and multiple pathways
to learning, including cross-curricular graduation requirements, career
and technical education, virtual learning, work-based learning, service
learning, dual enrollment and early college courses taken in middle school,
internships, and student-designated independent studies. (PA 17-42)
I am proud to have worked on legislation that will grow our economy and
create jobs that will help make living in Connecticut more affordable. I will
continue to work to make sure Connecticut remains a great place to live,
work, and raise a family.

