M.O.R.E. Task Force

Regional Entities Sub-Committee 

MEETING MINUTES

Thursday, APRIL 18, 2013 

10:00 AM TO 12:00 PM IN THE LOB, ROOM 2D 

The following committee members were present:
Senators

	Cassano, S. 


Representatives

	Bowles, Tim – Chairman; Aman, B; Demicco, M; DiMinico, J; Godfrey, B; Hampton, J; Morin, R; Ritter, B; Rebimbas, R; Rojas, J; Rovero, D; Sear, B; Steinberg, J; Vicino, T; Ziobron, M.


Members

	Amento, C; Borjeson, T; Brokman, M; Butler, J; Douglas, B; Elsesser, J; Filchak, J; Fusco, V; Glassman, M; Heminway, C; Kozlowski, G; Marconi, R; Mezzo, R; Namnoun, R; Paul, L; Rodriguez, L; Tait, B; Tracy, C; Walter, J; Wray, L.


The following committee members were absent:
	Berigan, J; Bidolli, B; Douglas, B; Dunne, R; Edmondson, C; Fasano, L; Fawcett, K; Gentile, L; Haddad, G; Hennessey, J; Hewett, E; Krause, L; Lesser, M; Miller, P; Murphy, P; Mushinsky, M; Orange, L; Paquette, M; Paterson, B; Reed, L; Riley, E; Rose, K; Sanchez, R; Scribner, D; Stein, D; Williams, S; 


I. 
The meeting was called to order at 9:10 AM by Chairman Bowles, T. 

II. 
Opening remarks by Sen. Cassano & Rep. Bowles, introductions
Rep. Bowles: I want to break out quickly into our three working groups. I met this week with the sub-committee chairs and the Speaker. We are on a tight schedule. We want to narrow it down to 3 to 5 priorities for each task force committee. We need to drill down on any fiscal notes and cost savings. I want to emphasize again that this is a colaboration. We need to create a comfort level within our groups. Please be vocal with your concerns about where we are headed. Please continue. Senator Cassano?

Sen. Cassano: I agree with the chair. I’m really impressed with the level of participation. We are dealing with change and that’s the hardest thing to deal with. I’m dealing with a grandson, when you are used to doing something for a long time it is hard to change. Right now we don’t maximize our dollars. We have a long list and that means change. We need to hear your fears. What are the problems so we can deal with them? You going to have more control and expanded services. The state has a huge responsibility to continue the funding they promised in this process. But if the dollars are cut, you’re left in fear. Nothing is in stone. Absolutely not.
Rep. Bowles: Thank you senator. Mary Glassman?

Glassman: We have a great working group. We are close to completing our task. We have been focusing on road construction and infrastructure. We are looking forward to reporting out to the committee. 

Rep. Bowles: I appreciate your leadership on this. I’d like to open it up, anyone?

Marconi: My question has to do with 6629. As dummy bill the language changes. Is it a place holder?

Rep. Bowles: Yes, I have not seen the language yet. It will serve as a vehicle for us. Senator Cassano is still ushering this through. House bill 5627 will be going to the floor. These are our two bills. Senator Cassano?

Sen. Cassano: 6629 focuses on COGs and COG designs. There’s real direction to COGs. DOT has been very helpful.
Rep. Bowles: Any others before we break out? Please contact John. We will continue at this time next Thursday. Lastly, Jesse would you like to say a few words?

Hubbard: I’m very impressed with the work of the committee and I hope that it continues.

Rep. Bowles: Okay with that I think we should break out into our groups.
III. 
The committee broke out into the three working groups: Transportation, Human Services and Back Office. Each group will report its recommendations back to the committee in the coming weeks. The groups met in Room 2D, the GAE conference room and the Transportation conference room.
IV. 
Next meeting scheduled for Thursday, April 25 from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM in Room 1D in the Legislative Office Building.
 Prepared By: John Orofino, Regional Entities Administrator
