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Dear Neighbor,

The 2026 legislative session focused on protecting Connecticut 
from the wildly chaotic economy being whiplashed daily by 
actions in Washington, as well as other big issues like elections, 
standing up for working families, funding our schools, and the 
state budget.​

We took steps to make living in Connecticut more affordable 
and brought your taxpayer dollars back to Danbury, making 
historic investments in early childhood education, special 
education, police, fire, EMS, veterans, teachers, and health care 
workers. On top of that, we took steps to lower your property 
taxes and ensured Danbury received more in state funding. As 
a result, the city of Danbury was able to lower their tax request 
this year. 

It was a three-month legislative session, and we had mountains 
to move. This newsletter has more details about the legislation 
we passed and key policy initiatives from the 2026 session.

Enjoy,

860-240-8585 

Ken.Gucker@cga.ct.gov

housedems.ct.gov/Gucker

facebook.com/StateRepGucker

KEN GUCKER
FROM STATE REPRESENTATIVE

PROUDLY SERVING DANBURY

CAPITOL 
UPDATE 2026



•	 $100 million to assist in limiting local tax increases
•	 Allows us to prepay an additional $1.1 billion in 

pension liability
•	 Made basic school supplies tax-free, including 

backpacks, lunchboxes, notebooks, pens, pencils, 
crayons, rulers and paper

•	 Delivered on our promise to support childcare and 
early childhood education by investing $300 million 
in the Early Childhood Education Endowment

IMPROVING 
AFFORDABILITY 

FUNDING FOR
DANBURY

PROTECTING THE 
ENVIRONMENT 
•	 Supported clean, affordable energy by approving 

plug-in solar
•	 Developed a rapid-response program for 

addressing hydrilla and other invasive species 
plaguing our waterways – through faster 
permitting and expedited protocols

INVESTING IN 
EDUCATION

•	 Hosted “Danbury Day” at the capitol
•	 Proud to host 25 local businesses, non-profits, and 

community groups at the capitol,  showcasing 
what’s so special about our diverse culture and 
community

•	 Met with local businesses and community 
leaders to discuss how the state can support our 
community

SHOWCASING 
DANBURY

Representing Danbury is a privilege 
and when I work with my colleagues 
on the state budget it is always top 
of mind.

This year we secured:

•	 $190 million in additional direct support for 
schools statewide

•	 Expanded grants for successful special education 
programs

•	 $12 million to establish universal free school 
breakfast programs across the state

•	 Largest increase in Education Cost Sharing funds 
in recent history

•	 Newly launched literacy interventions and 
concentrated tutoring

$62,336,919
for Education

for Town Aid

$557,269
for Special Education Expansion

$89,835,207


